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The Laddie’s Call 


By Bertha Cooper Fraser 


74 PEN the gates for the childfen! ”’ 
We sang on our Children’s Day. 
And the little white gates there before us 
Were a symbol to teach us that they, 
Who passed one by one through the portals, 
Were ent’ring right paths for their feet. 
Beginners were they on life’s journey, 
Those little ones tender and sweet. 


7 


From his father’s knee a small laddie 
Slipped down at the call of his name, 
And bravely fared forth to the platform 
Till close to the gateway he came: 
Then he faltered, and lost all his courage, 
As he stood there alone, and so wee, 
And he reached out his hand to his father, 
‘‘] want you to go through with me.” 


And I thought of the journey before him, 
O’er the pathway the pilgrim must go 

Ere he reach the White Gates of the City. 
He’ll be needing his father, I know. 

Take his hand, and his heart will grow gallant ; 
Save his feet from the pitfall and stone. 

There’s a long, weary climb for the laddie. 
Must he take up the journey alone ? 








Do You Specify as You Pray? 


A prayer list is indispensable to thorough inter- 


cession. David J. Fant, of Atlanta, the evangelist- 
engineer of the Southern Railway, says it takes him 
two hours daily to finish praying for the specific 
needs of the people whom he has on his heart. 
Charles E. Hurlburt, Field Director of the Africa 
Inland Mission, prays daily by name for every one of 
the 150 or more missionaries on his field, for the list 
of candidates, and f r every member of the British 


and American and District Home Councils of his 
mission, Henry W. Frost, Home Director for North 
America of the China Inland Mission, in his helpful 
leaflet on “Intercession,” says that General Director 
D. E. Hoste, of his mission, states that “he could 
ray for nearly every member of the mission by 
ocality and name, which means that he could visit 
in thought over two hundred stations and mention 
over one thousand persons.” Mr. Hoste has a re- 
markable memory, but the full explanation of the 
matter is that “he has prayed so often for these mis- 
sionaries and for their work, that all of the circum- 
stances of the case have become familiar to him, and 
those names lie upon his heart.” This kind of pray- 
ing is what Mr. Frost calls “the stage of specification” 
in intercessory prayer. It takes time, and means “the 
giving up of prized pleasures and privileges, early 
arising, and sometimes loss of sleep at night.” It is 
“necessarily sacrificial.” Paul was that kind of an 
intercessor and could write to the Roman Church, 
“God is my witness ... how unceasingly I make 
mention of you, always in my prayers.” And he 
duplicated it again for the Ephesian Church, so that 
he could make this remarkable statement, “I... 
cease not... making mention of you in my prayers.” 


=< 
What Makes Service Count 


God’s omnipotent energy can only be transmitted 
through a yielded life. A Christian layman was pre- 
paring an address on the outworking of the inworked 
salvation, from Philippians 2: 12, when his eight-year- 
old boy came home from school and said: “Father, 
we had some new number work to-day, and I learned 
that three plus four plus ten equal seventeen.” He 
was working out what the teacher had worked into 
his understanding, and it gave his father an illustra- 


tion. How great a need there is to pray that the 
willingness on the part of Christian people to give 
time to service may mean really the out-giving of God’s 
inworked energy. We must exalt Christ and not 
church machinery. An African tribe was observed 
by a missionary bowing down in worship before a 
gasoline engine, which was an industrial marvel in 
their eyes. African tribes are not the only ones 
guilty of this sort of idolatry. We need to have 
burned upon our innermost consciousness the state- 
ment of Faber: “The supernatural value of our 
actions depends upon the degree of our union with 
God at the time we do them.” 


ax 
Running Past the Signboard 


It is always foolhardy and often fatal to run past 
a signal. The engineer who does it may wreck his 
train, and the pilot may ground his ship. It is told 
that a philanthropist of the alkali desert in the west 
of the United States spent years blazing paths to 
safety through the wilderness, and putting up sign- 
posts to guide the bewildered traveler. After he had 
planted a sign at every place of danger, he found 
that even that was not enough. People were con- 
tinually being lost in s>ite of the signs. He there- 
fore devoted the rest of his time to rescuing those 
who had missed the signs. It is a beautiful story, 
but is it not a parable in heroism of what God in 
His wondrous love has done for a lost world? Oh, 
heedless and foolhardy brothers of Dives, how full 
the world is of you! “If they hear not Moses and 
the prophets, neither will they be persuaded though 
one rose from the dead.” When mankind failed to 
be warned by the Written Word, to seek and to save 
came the Living Word. Praise God for our divine 
St. Bernard and for his hospice of heaven. 


When God Winds Up His Clock ~ 


peer of any of the antiques in mahogany, silver, 

and polished brass under the ancestral roof- 
tree, as it ticked off the time at the foot of a spiral 
walnut staircase that corkscrewed up to the third 
story. Its versatility was amazing, and it must have 
cost great-great-grandfather a small fortune when 
he sent to Switzerland for it. With unfailing accu- 
racy it told the month and the day thereof by means 
of a semi-circular calendar device over its benignant 
face, while a miniature golden moon mimicked the 
four monthly changes of- the Queen of Night, so 
that the “hands” on the plantation would know the 
proper “signs” for planting the broad acres that cov- 
ered the whole corner of a county. The children of 
four generations have been fascinated in watching 
the second hand play “hop, skip, and jump” on its 
pivot while the big minute hand almost imperceptibly 
moved a single point. The care-filled years cannot 
deafen memory’s ear to the music of its bell. Occa- 
sionally it got out of order, and once it fell over on. 
its face. The skilfulest clock-tinxer in town was 
e.aployed to repair it. 

When grandfather joined in the exodus to the city, 
the old clock ran down and was silent for many lone- 
some years while the dust settled thick in the old 
homestead ; and when at last one of the boys grew 
up and went back to the plantation as its new master, 
even the big brass key had to be oiled and polished 
before it could wake up the complicated machinery. 

Now God himself has a clock; and God’s clock 
tells time only when his Chosen People are in “the 
land.” It is a “Grandfather’s clock,” too. For God 
wound it up when he called Grandfather Abraham 
from Ur of the Chaldees into the Promised Land. 
Men’s grandfather-clocks have to be wound up every 
eight days; but Jehovah’s clock runs for 490 years 
at atime. The secret of God’s clock-winding is most 
remarkable. Delvers into the Book of God have 
found that his dealings with Israel are in cycles of 
490 years. About the middle of the nineteenth cen- 
tury a profound Bible student, Sir Edward Denny, 
in a remarkable study, illustrated with charts and 


Tvs old rosewood Grandfather’s clock was the 


chronological tables, showed that ten jubilees, or 
seventy “weeks” of years—a “week” or Hebrew hep- 
tad being seven years—that is to say, 490 years alto- 
gether, elapsed from the Exodus to the dedication of 
Solomon’s temple. There were other like cycles, and 
in them was involved a great principle. 

Where did he and the Bible students who have 
followed and confirmed him get the proof? They 
read in 1 Kings 6:1: “And it came to pass in four 
hundred and eighty years after the children of Israel 
were come out of the land of Egypt, in the fourth 
year of Solomon’s reign over Israel, in the month Zif, 
which is the second month, he began to build the 
house of the Lord.” The sacred record showed that 
it took ten years to finish the great building, making 
490 years. 

Here was the starting point in the argument. But 
skeptics challenged the figures and consequently the 
facts. Even a great bishop, by a simple addition of 
dates, triumphantly claimed the inaccuracy of Sir 
Edward’s argument. The bishop showed that the 
actual time from the Exodus to the Dedication was 
621 years. 

But the bishop forgot that God does not count time 
when his clock runs down. Seven times during the 
period, in the times of the judges, the Jewish nation 
because of sin was allowed to become subject to the 
surrounding heathen nations. Judges and First 
Samuel enumerate these captivities: under Meso- 
potamia eight years (Judges 3:8); Moab eighteen 
years (3:14); Canaan twenty years (4:3); Midian 
seven years (6:1); Philistia and Ammon- eighteen 
years (10:8); Philistia again forty years (13:1); 
and Philistia yet again twenty years (1 Sam. 7: 2). 

Idolatrous apostasy had clogged the delicate ma- 
chinery of God’s clock so that it would not run for 
periods aggregating 131 years. These wasted, God- 
forsaking years subtracted from the 621! years of 
man’s chronology leave 490 years. Thus the record, 





1Sir Robert Anderson, in “The Coming Prince,” accepts 
a somewhat different chronology but recognizes with en- 
thusiasm the 490-year principlc (Pp. 81-85 and 220-228). 
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instead of contradicting, confirms this illuminating 
principle—that God reckons Israel’s history only 
when she is in “the land.” 

Going backward to the time when the clock struck 
the first hour of Hebrew history, it was discovered 
that it was 490 years from Abraham to the Exodus, 
after counting out the fifteen years during which the 
bondwoman Hagar and the son of unbelief, Ishmael, 
were in Abraham’s tent. 

Going forward, from the dedication of the temple 
to the end of the Babylonian captivity was 560 years, 
but throwing out the seventy years in which God’s 
people were out of the land another cycle of 490 
years is left. 

Daniel (9:2) in the school of prophecy worked out 
that “problem” in subtraction, and, in answer to a 
wonderful prayer, God wound up the old Abrahamic 
grandfather-clock for the fourth time, for he sent 
Gabriel to say to the prophet: “Seventy weeks 
[490 years] are determined upon thy people and upon 
thy holy city, to finish the transgression, and to make 
an end of sins, and to make atonement for iniquity, 
and to bring in everlasting righteousness . . . and to 
anoint the Most Holy.” <A study of the prophecy 
shows 69 “weeks,” or 483 years, of this cycle were 
completed with the crucifixion of our Lord. But the 
clock ran down again with that act of rejection by 
the Jews of their Messiah, The “seventieth week”— 
the last seven-year period of this last 490-year cycle— 
was thrust far forward into the haze of time’s indefi- 
nite distance by a great historical and dispensational 
parenthesis. This “parenthesis” includes the present 
Age of Grace, when the Church composed of Jew and 
Gentile, but mostly Gentiles, is being gathered out of 
all nations. The parenthesis is coincident with the 
great dispersion of the Jewish people from their 
land. No one save God the Father knows exactly 
when the parenthesis will end and the clock strike 
again. But from the very nature of the 490 cycle 

rinciple it will be when the people return to their 
and. The Old Testament is full of predictions of 
this event. 

Throughout these various 490-year cycles there 
were wonderful “theophanies.” God’s direct inter- 
position in the affairs of his people was evident. He 
appeared veiled in angelic form, or his shekinah 
glory filled tabernacle or temple, or he could be 
spoken to by the Urim and Thummim, or he sent 
his warnings by the mouths of his prophets. After 
countless transgressions he was always ready to for- 
give. When Peter asked the Master how many times 
he should forgive an offending brother and the Lord 
replied “until seventy times seven,” was His mind 
not reverting to the 490 year cycles in which God 
was continually forgiving his backsliding, apostatiz- 
ing people? 

And now it would seem that God is about to take 
down the key to rewind his ancient timepiece. It 
has never before been silent so long. It has been 
more than nineteen centuries since the shadow of a 
Cross fell athwart its face, and it stopped until the 
wandering Jew should get home. 

It required three theaters to accommodate the 
10,000 delegates who attended the twentieth conven- 
tion of the Federation of American Zionists in Balti- 
more held June 24 to 29 of this year. 

“Every one loves Palestine, the land of Christ,” 
said Ittamar Ben Avi, the first Jew born in a modern 
Palestinian colony, as the addresses of welcome were 
in progress. Justice Brandeis, of the United States 
Supreme Court, was cheered to the echo upon his 
every appearance. 

Whether or not Zionism is the fulfilment of the 
Old Testament prophecies of the Restoration, it is no 
longer an academic issue. It is one quivering with 
life like a white-hot electric wire, and is causing the 
world’s greatest statesmen to consider its claims. 

It was not a peaceful convention. It was held in 
restraint by a “peace agreement” between Zionists 
and anti-Zionists, the latter being in a minority in 
the country and in the Convention. Three orders of 
Zionism, including both the ultra conservative wing 
led by the Orthodox rabbis, and also the extreme 
radical wing composed of Jewish Socialists, left the 
Convention, by way of protest, then came back again, 
but more by way of witnessing the further proceed- 
ings, the leaders said. The storm center of the dis- 
cussion was a resolution that in the approaching 
American Jewish Congress in Washington, D. C., 
in September, no delegate should launch a debate on 
the back-to-Palestine movement, although this ideal 
is the foundation principle of Zionism, but should 
merely work to secure through the Congress a 
“maximum of Jewish rights in Palestine.” 

That resolution to the extreme Zionists seemed to 

* be “loaded” with danger to the very rock-bottom 
principle of Zionism. It was passed, however, by an 
overwhelming majority. It was evidently intended to 
keep Zionism off of any possible rocks by careless 
steering on the part of radical helmsmen. It was 


supplemented later on by another resolution, which 
had the approval of Justice Brandeis, to the effect 
that the American Jewish Congress will “rise to the 
height of the historic mament and do all in its power 
to secure for the Jewish people a legally assured 
and publicly recognized homeland in Palestine.” 
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From this proposed American Jewish Congress 
great things are expected. It is believed it will ex- 
press to the world as never before Jewish ideals and 
aspirations. In the election of delegates to it 
400,000 American Jews participated, It is the con- 
viction of leaders that it will be followed by other 
Congresses, “indicating a belief that a Jewish world 
autonomy, requiring a permanent legislative body, 
will be the outcome of this first Congress.” 

A resolution calling upon the United States gov- 
ernment to extend official recognition to Palestine 
as a nation was prepared and considered by the 
leaders, but the Convention accounts in the news- 
papers do not record its introduction. 

“The greatest climax to date in the rewrite drama,” 
says a special report to the Philadelphia Ledger, “is 
the announcement that came from Washington, hard 
upon the arrival in this country of Britain’s High 
Commissioner to the United States, that President 
Wilson and Arthur Balfour had informally discussed 
the proposed Jewish Republic in Palestine, the reali- 
zation of which would be a fulfilment of prophecy.” 

Doubtless the President of the United States, who 
gust remember his mifiister father’s interpretation 
of these old prophecies in sermon and lecture and 
family worship, will be hospitable to the idea. There 
is indication of such hospitality in his appointment of 
the first Jew to the Supreme Court of the United 
States, two Jews to the Embassy at Constantinople, 
a Jew to the Federal Reserve Board, and two to 
the Council of National Defense, 

England’s armies are approaching the gates of 
Jerusalem. The Turk h.s been driven not only from 

erusalem but from Bagdad, Mecca, and Medina. 

he Jew and the Arab get along fairly well together. 
Great Britain and the United States are in a position 
to aid the Jew to a realization of his Zionist ideal— 
a homeland in Palestine, with his own art, science, 
industry, agriculture, language, and government, in- 
cluding army and navy. So real has anticipation of 
this hope become to the Zionist that Justice Brandeis, 
who was wildly acclaimed when he addressed the 
Baltimore convention, has actually been “slated” by 
. ithusiastic admirers as a possible first president of 
the Republic of Palestine! 

In view of the important rdéle the Jew is to play in 
coming days in the perfection of God’s plans, The 
Sunday School Times amnounced last year that it 
would publish a series of articles letting in a flood of 
light on the startling events that are now occurring 
in the life of the Jews throughout the world. This 
series has been unexpectedly delayed, but half a 
dozen of the masterly articles of which it will ‘con- 
sist are now in hand; and the series will be com- 
menced in these columns in September. The strong- 
est writers in North America and Great Britain 
have been secured; and their presentation of what 
God and man are now doing among the Chosen 
People, as well as the unfolding of what God has 
inviolably pledged himself to do for the Jews in 
these “last times” in which we are living, will be 
nothing less than sensational to most persons, 

The following topics will be discussed: 


Ought the Jews to Have Palestine ? 
By the Rev. A. E. Thompson, Pastor of the American 
Church, Jerusalem. 
Why the World Hates the Jew 
By the Rev. David Baron, Hebrew Christian Testi to 
Israel, London, England. ——— 
Why Is the Jew the Keystone of the World? 
By the Rev. William L. Pettingill, Dean of the i 
School of the Bible. es 
What Kind of Messiah Do the Jews Still Expect ? 
By the Rev. J. 1. Landsman, Hebrew Christian Testimony 
to Israel, London, England. 
What Does Zionism Mean? 
By Max I. Reich, Ph.D. 


The War Now Waging in Bible Lands 
By Franklin E. Hoskins, D.D., Syrian Protestant College, 
Beyrout, Syria. 

What Is Hoped For from the Jewish Congress ? 
By the Rev. S. B. Rohold, F.R.G.S., Superintendent, Mis- 
sion to the Jews, Toronto, Canada. 

What Does the Jew Think of Christianity To-day ? 
By C. A. Schonberger, Hebrew Christian Testimony to 
Israel, London, England. 

Are the Jews to Convert the World ? 
— C. Gaebelein, Editor of “Our Hope,” New York 


Has This War Any Relation to the Jews’ Prophesied Future? 
By Mark Lev, Editor of Immanuel’s Witness, California. 
The Seven Phases of Jewish History 
By C. I. Scofield, D.D., Editor of the Scofield Reference 


Bible. 


It thrills the heart to think that the chime of God’s 
rewound clock will in all probability fall upon the 
ear of this generation! 























Was Solomon a Lost Man? 


We had a discussion in class as to whether Solomon 
was lost or not. One member feels that if he was, then 
it is not true, “Bring up a child in the way he should 
go and when he is old he will not depart from it.” 

I do not believe Solomon was well brought up, but 
she thinks he could not have prayed such a beautiful 
prayer at the temple dedication if he was not. Please 
explain.—A Mississippi Reader. 


When we get to heaven we shall doubtless come 
across Solomon, resting under the shadow of the 
Tree of Life, discussing birds, botany, and biology 
with such men as Agassiz and Lord Kelvin, no doubt 
getting a few pointers himself, but giving them more. 

In the matter of Solomon’s raising, let us not judge 
either Bathsheba or David too harshly, for they 
must have learned lessons from their sad discipline 
and been thrown back upon God for special help in 
raising this child so that he would be utterly different 
from Absalom and Amnon. But whether his rearing 
was careful or not, the record distinctly says that he 
“loved the Lord.” His wonderful prayer at the 
dedication of the Temple, his being nsed to write the 
Song of Solomon as a picture of Jehovah’s love for 
his people, and also the book of Proverbs, in which 
he seems undoubtedly to have caught a vision of 
Christ as the incarnation of the Wisdom he so beau- 
tifully commends, and the further fact that he was 
a great type of Christ as He shail reign in His mil- 
lennial glory, all taken together strengthen the con- 
viction that Solomon wa; :. saved man. 

I: pleased God that Solomon asked for wisdom, 
and He answered him, as he does all of our prayers, 
“exceeding abundantly above all” he asked or thought. 
It is believed, however, that Solomon asked for hu- 
man wisdom only. If he had asked for and lived by 
heavenly wisdom at the same time, his heart would 
not have been turned aside to heathen women, and 
by them. God severely chastened Solomon for his 
sins and failures by raising up enemies in neighbor- 
ing kingdoms and in his own, to harass him, and by 
telling him the kingdom would be wrested from Israel, 
though not in Solomon’s own day. The belief is in- 
escapable, in view of all the facts, that God sent this 
chastening to Solomon as a sign that “whom the 
Lord loveth he chasteneth.” No doubt this chasten- 
ing was a preparation for Solomon to enter heaven, 
as he ended his days in sadness and grief. 
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Will You Share the Victorious 
Life With Missionaries? 


I want to thank you for the Princeton Conference 


Report which recently came to us. My dear wife and I 
have been blessed by its messages. We read it at our 


noon hour prayer. We are speaking to our friends 
about it. We pray that its distribution may be wide 
and rapid. Every missionary should have a copy. 


I wonder if you know how needy we missionaries 
really are in the matter of personal victory! ... We 
need the method you use at Princeton Conference: 
fearlessly expecting immediate and definite results.—A 
Missionary in China. 


Perhaps Satan would rather keep the Victorious 
Life out of the mission field than anywhere else on 
earth. Over and over again The Sunday School 
Times has had this same longing cry from mission- 
aries: “We need victory!” - And they mean victory 
over personal sin in their own lives,—the sins of 
worry, anxiety, irritation, impatience, unlove, reste 
lessness, powerlessness, as well as those sins that we 
call greater. 

Marvelous letters of testimony to God’s use of the 
little volume reporting the Princeton Victorious Life 
Conference of 1916, entitled “Victory in Christ,” 
have been received from different mission fields. Has 
it occurred to you who read these lines, to send what 
may be untold biessinzs into the lives of the mission- 
aries whom you personally know, by sending a copy 
of that book to each one, accompanied by your own 
definite, believing prayer that God will use it to meet 
every need of their lives? Perhaps there is nothing 
greater that you can do, just now, than this act of 
loving ministry. 

It is not planned to issue any volume reporting the 
1917 Princeton Conference; the 1916 volume there- 
fore is in a sense a permanent one, covering much of 
the ground that was gone over in earlier conferences 
and in this year’s conference. It includes simple, 
practical messages on the principles and problems of 
the life of victory in Christ: how to enter in, and how 
to abide. 


This book ‘Victory in Christ at Princeton Con- 

ference,’’ can be had from The Sunday School Times 

Co. at 50 cents, cloth bound, postage extra at the fol- 

lowing rates according to distance from Philadelphia : 

up to 600 miles, 5 cents ; from 600 to 1500 miles, 10 cents; 
over 1500 miles, 12 cents. 
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Shepherding in the Peasantdom of China 


When a tired mother, between the pig-sty and the rose-tree, 
and a twentieth century Lazarus, partook of the Communion 


By Charles Ernest Scott, D.D. 





million people live in the walled cities of China 

and three hundred million live in the myriads of 
villages that everywhere stud the landscape and make 
the country throb with life.” Practically none live 
in isolated houses. They dare not; but they band 
together in hamlets for mutual protection. __ 

In Shantung Province, on the great plain in my 
station field, within a radius of three miles were 
counted sixty-four villages, with a carefully esti- 
mated population of 60,200 souls, or more than 2,125 
to the square mile, This is four times the average 
density of the population of Belgium, most thickly 
inhabited country of the European continent—at least 
it was, before the decimation of Belgium in the great 
war. 

Had Christ been able to walk among the masses 
of this great people when he was on earth, he 
surely would have had compassion on them, for they 
also “are as sheep without a shepherd.” — 

This vast multitude of peasant folk live congested 
in low, one-story houses, mud-floored, and poorly 
lighted pe that light darkened by the opaque paper 
stretched across the window frames), the mud walls 
black with soot and full of cracks for the lodgment 
of vermin, the cornstalk ceiling heavy with cobwebs 
and with all the filth that fhey have caught. 


|: has been estimated that “one hundred and forty 


The ordinary peasant house consists of three small 


rooms joined end to end, all facing south, entrance 
through the middle room which does duty for kitchen, 
dining-room and reception hall. One of the side 
rooms is the family bedroom, the other is the gran- 
ary, storeroom, attic, and catch-all. It also does 
duty for guest room; but I can testify that between 
the irrigating pump, winnowing machine, plow, drag, 
loom, lumber, coffins, baskets, and a few other im- 
pedimenta, the foreign guest often has to exercise 
some ingenuity and exert some strength in order to 
find a place for his folding .cot. . 

In such a domicile may be found a family, consist- 
ing of three generations—parents, sons, and daugh- 
ters-in-law, and a swarm of youngsters—all in the 
closest proximity to a dozen chickens, several pigs, 
dogs, and plow-animals. I do not mean that all live 
under the same roof, though frequently I have seen 
the ox or the ass share the house with the family. 
In any case it is poor enough makeshift for “home.” 
And, not without significance, the character that in 
the Chinese written language means “home” is made 
by indicating a pig under a roof. 


A Sick Sheep Grateful to The Shepherd 


One day I entered the room where lay a woman 
who was a Christian. Her folks were heathen. 
While they had not literally turned her out, they 
made it manifest that they had no room for her. In 
each of the end rooms of the three-room house was 
the conventional kang (brick bed). The wellemem- 
bers of the family slept on one; and the other, on 
which the sick woman had been lying, they had 
commandeered as a nursery for the sweet potato 
plants. These tender slips, embedded in rich, black 
soil, filled the kang. Its warmth, because of the 
flues underneath connecting with the stove, forced 
their growth, The little, low, dark room was so 
. cluttered that it was a squeeze between the kang 
and the pile of boxes and stuff on the opposite side. 

There she lay in that alleyway, on the damp 
earthen floor, and bundled up in her quilts—filthy, 
ragged, odoriferous—“despised and rejected” for 
Christ’s sake. As I entered unobserved she was softly 
repeating to herself: “I love him because he first 
loved me\” 

After I had prayed she said: “Though my body 
is racked, my heart is filled with peace! I know 
whom I have believed, and am persuaded that he is 
able to keep that which I have committed unto him 
against that day.” Her gratitude filled me with a 
new realization of the joy of being an undershep- 
herd of the Great Shepherd. I felt that I received 
more than I gave that day. As I left her I found 
myself, for very gladness to God, humming this 
hymn-prayer : 

“Let me be tender when I touch 
The meanest name to Jesus dear; 
Lest my rude hands inflict a wound, 
Where Jesus’ mercy dropped a tear.” 


_ Ina second home where I visited, another Chris- 
tian woman lay stricken upon the kang, her limb 
affected with a foul ulcer. The family were Chris- 
tians, but utterly ignorant of what to do. Like all 
their neighbors, they were innocent of cleanliness and 
Sanitation in handling the sick, and utterly without 
facilities to care for the case, even had they under- 
Stood it. Such knowledge comes only as a by-product 


Do any of us who are overseers of the flock of 
God on this side of the great waters feel that we 
really know the meaning of shepherding, as we 
read this story? 

And are we who are shepherded in our Gothic 
architecture sheepfolds, with their stained glass 
windows and cushioned pews, deceiving ourselves 
with the idea that we have ever really appreciated 
the infinite privilege of the Lord’s Supper ? 
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of the broad, humane enlightenment that results from 
enthroning Christ. ‘ 

The weather was hot; the atmosphere of the room 
fetid and rancid, stifling to me. The woman was 
rotting to death of gangrene—no help or hope. 
Heathenism had provided no hospital for her. 

In order to catch any breeze that might come her 
way, she had thrust her fingers through the paper 
that covered the lower rows of the- tiny wooden 
squares into which the window-frame was divided. 
It had not occurred to the family to strip off the 
paper entirely, Or, perhaps it had; and they had 
desisted—for an obvious reason, The pigpen was 
just outside, separated from the patient only by a 
mud wall. Under the grilling of the sun the fumes 
rolled in. What was worse, the flies came through 
these punctured holes in the paper panes, and in 
greedy swarms were tormenting her. 

In weariness and pain she tossed on her brick bed, 
and rolled her head from side to side seeking a soft 
spot in her pillow, stuffed hard with barley. And 
yet, in this hole. of a sick-room, in this sty of a 
house, in such a hovel, she knew Christ. For 
months he had sustained her. She was aware, just 
as well as Samuel Rutherford, that “He delighteth 
to take up the fallen bairns and to mend broken 
brows. Binding up of wounds is His office.” 

Laboriously she had learned the Twenty-third 
Psalm, and this she repeated joyfully with me. In 
the language of Paul she said: “Though the out- 
pr man perish, the inward man is renewed day by 

“Aad 


A Starved Mother Sheep’s Fine Spirit 


On another day I made.a détour in my itinerary 
and sought out a family, the only one in that village 
who were Christians. They had been kept from the 
village well for weeks because of their confession 
of the Lord, it being necessary for the father and 
son to go in the dark to another village to draw. 
The father had become a Christian through hearing 
the Gospel preached on the Market. He had sent 
his son and daughter to a near-by mission village 
school, where they had accepted Christ. For some 
months these three had been instructing the mother, 
who was eager to take the step. Though they were 
desperately poor, the father was now away on a 
volunteer preaching tour. 

I sat down in the tiny disheveled yard, and for two 
reasons I began to talk to the mother there: First, 
that the heathen, suspicious and jamming into the 
eee» might see and hear all that occurred. Their 

eads protruded everywhere above the wall. Second, 
because I could not stand it inside the nasty hut. 
From it she brought me food, literally black with the 
swarms of flies settled upon it. Two little ‘children, 
who feared the strange man, pulled and tugged at the 
mother. One of them, naked and dirty, and covered 
from head to heel with undressed sores, was nearly 
stung to madness by the flies. The patient, worn 
mother comforted the little one as best she could, in 
her ignorance. 

Slowly and plainly I unfolded to her the story of 
Jesus; and her hungry heart drank it in. I tried to 
emphasize what her husband and older children had 
not made clear. Fine-spirited she was, even in her 
squalor. 

She passed creditably the examination through 
which the elder and I put her. She longed to par- 
take of the Communion. Her future opportunity was 
exceedingly uncertain. She had not gone far from 
her yard for years. We decided to administer the 
Sacred Supper. 

Nobody could picture the pathos of her starved 
life, the type of tens of millions of women like her. 
Beside the door, and laden with fragrance and beauty, 
stood an exquisite rose-tree, aristocrat of the 


zsthetic world; strange sentinel of such a place, for 
immediately beyond it was the pigpen, and just- 
across the path was the donkey stable. 

A board placed over a stone feed-trough formed 
I sat behind it on a low 
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three-legged stool, the best thé house afforded. In 
front of us were the elder, the older brother, and 
sister, all squatting; and the long-suffering, soft- 
eyed, humble mother sitting on the raised door- 
sill, and folding the diseased babe, who slept with 
mouth wide open and sun shining straight into its 
face. She was also comforting the other little one, 
restless and fretting. The big brother had bor- 
rowed a fresh hwoa shao (a biscuit baked over coals) 
and a cup of Chinese beer, made from sweet potatoes. 
The elements were set on the board, and I placed my 
handkerchief over them. Grotesque’setting for such 
a service, you say. Yes. The cramped yard lit- 
tered with filth, and its mud wall lined with staring, 
unsympathetic faces; the excited chatter and irrever- 
ent remarks of those who had crowded in through 
the gate; the hens digging and rolling in the dirt, 
seeking refuge in their holes from lice, and then 
shaking the dust in. dry waves upon us; the skinny 
cat crawling through the sill under the seat where 
the mothér sat; the yard cur, oom and showing 
teeth at the invaders around the gate; the grunting 
pigs; and the rose-tree!.a more perfect specimen 
than which I have never seen, in the villa gardens of 
Florence or on the lawn of a French chateau. 

The verses that comforted this mother more than 
any other were Matthew 11: 28-30: “Come unto m 
all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and I wil 
give you rest. Take my gots upon you, and learn of 
me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall 
find rest unto your souls. For my yoke is easy, and 
my burden is light.” She knew al! about the yoke; 
not the yoke that we Westerners think of, not the 
neck-yoke of a pair of steers. Multitudes of Chinese 
are too poor to own a steer or an ox, let alone two. 
When they are fortunate enough to possess one ox, 
he is often hitched up with a donkey; but whether 
side by side or tandem, no neck-yoke could be used. 
They are fastened together and to the plow, drag, or 
cart, by a marvelous “contrapshun” of ropes. The 
yoke that she thought of, and possibly our Lord too, 
is the omnipresent pien tan, a strong and flexible 
yoke carried over the human shoulder, to which, in 
front and behind, are fastened whatever is to be 
carried, from babies in baskets to pigs in a poke. 
This is the yoke that halves the weight of all bur- 
dens, making them light. 

“Yes,” contentedly nodded the mother after the 
service ; the yard full, but she oblivious of the rabble; 
“yes, Jesus halves all burdens. He makes them light 
to be borne.” And a mist of joy was in her eyes. 
She could not explain it—and did not have to. 


Comforted by the “Yoke”? Promise 


I have held hundreds of Communion services in 
such humble, unknown nooks of the peasantdom of 
China, and in them all the Holy Spirit of God has 
drawn very close to me, has helped me to forget the 
crudities, the vulgarities, even the obscenities, of the 
setting ; and to see the Christ, King of Love, Eternal 
Host, presiding at his Banquet Board; and to hear 
his words: “Inasmuch as we have done it unto one of 
the least of these my brethren, ye have done it 
unto me.” : 

And a part of his reward has been that in such 
circumstances of ministration to his little ones, he 
has given me the spirit to pray: 

“ Lord, crucified! 
Give me a heart like thine, 
Teach me to love 
The dying souls of men, 
Oh, keep my heart 
In closest touch with theel 
And give me love, 
Pure Calvary love, 
To bring the lost to thee.” 


Once again I entered a hut. I had been called in 
haste from another village. It was a winter day, 
cloudy and cold.- A strong head wind was on. After 
buffeting it for a couple of hours, we reached our 
destination ; but long before we. reached it the teeth 
of the wind had found our marrow. 

The street, swept by gusts of dust, was deserted. 
Passing down it, the elder and I entered a hovel 
just beyond the sheltering wall of the village. There 
were two tiny rooms, the inner quite dark to us as 
we entered. The windows had been loosely piled 
with mud brick to keep out the cold. Our eyes, soon 
accustomed to the gloom, made out that the only 
“article of furniture” in the room was the kang, 
the brick platform that serves as bed, and it was built 
into the wall. It was not even covered by the cus- 
tomary straw mat. Upon it had crawled an old man, 
who lay huddled there—a Christian, dying. His only 
garments were cotton shirt and trousers, such as are 
universally worn by the peasantry of the north dur- 





456 * 


ing summer. The ordinary peasant frequently has to 
pawn, at exorbitant heathen rates, his hoe and mat- 
tock and plow in order to buy padded garments for 
the winter ; but he usually manages to get them some- 
how. The clothes of this poor man were not only 
thin but ragged. Through the holes his_skin showed 
“goose flesh.” Manifestly he had not long for this 
life. The infirmities of age and the relentless abuse 
to which he had been subjected, plus this exposure 
to cold and lack of nourishment, had about done 
their work. 


To make a long and pitiful story short: A heathen 


son, of ruthless will and stubborn purpose, quite con- 
trary to the tenets of Confucius as to filial conduct, 
had turned his father out. The son reasoned: “If 
I cannot bend the old man’s purpose to be a Jesus 
doctrine man, I will break him.” He had been forced 
out, at night and in the winter storm, ill clad and 
without food—the climax of the “freezing out” 
process that the son had for some time been per- 
petrating upon him. The old man had through the 
night wandered helplessly across the frozen fields 
and stumbled into this place outside the village just 
as he was exhausted. 

That room was a bleak and dreary place—fireless, 
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of course, and lightless. The cold damp of the dirt 
floor soon numbed my feet. 

I towched the man gently on the shoulder; he 
groaned and turned. “Brother, are you suffering 
much?” He answered faintly, “Nothing like my 
Lord Jesus did!” 

He knew he was dying. I asked what I had asked 
so many times of other men in China, hoping to com- 
fort him, “Do you fear to die?” 

“No!” he replied at once, “I am not afraid to die. 
oe will sung [escort] me to the throne of the 
ather, where I will fall down and worship him!” 

I asked what we could do for him. 

“Sing !” 

“What?” 

“Jesus loves me, this I know”—the favorite hymn 
of all our Chinese Christians, the hymn which old 
men and women seem to be able to learn, even when 
they can learn no other. 

Covering him with my overcoat, we began to sing.- 
To an esthetic taste, our rendition was not a brilliant 
success, our voices were strident from throats full 
of sand and dust, and every breath was marked by 
trails of steam on the frosty air. 

When we had finished the last line, the old man 
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was‘ ready with another request: “Can I partake 
of the Communion?” 

At first blush it seemed almost gruesome ; the time, 
the place, the circumstances—were they fitted for the 
observance of the Holy Supper? But we decided to 
do it, using my pocket set. 

He partook, I wonting at his request some “peace” 
passages. “My peace I give unto you.” I am sure 
he had it—the peace of an unshaken trust in his 
Risen Lord, the peace of a confidence in his sustain- 
ing power which filled his soul with quietness while 
the storm roared without. 

As he partook of the Holy Supper, God solemnized 
the service with the flight of his spirit. The numbed 
and wornout body lay before us. His soul had 
passed to glory. 

In that instant we understood as never before the 
glory of being the Lord’s ministers to his humble 
ones, the meaning of Jehovah’s command “to preach 
good tidings unto the poor, to bind up the broken- 
hearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives ... to 
comfort all that mourn, to give . . . a garland for 
ashes, the garment of praise for the spirit of 
heaviness.” 

TsiIncTAU, CHINA. 





A Christian President’s Message to Soldiers 


What Woodrow Wilson wrote for the fly-leaf of Army and Navy Testaments 





the rush of our modern life we scarcely have 
time to think of our individual souls. 

“I think it is fortunate we do not have time to 
think of our individual characters. I have no pa- 
tience with the principle that a man’s chief business 
in life is to cultivate his character. That means that 
his chief business is to think about himself. That is 
the last person he ought ever to think about. I be- 
lieve that character is essentially a by-product. If 
you try to make it directly, you make a prig; but if 
you do your duty to mankind and your God, you 
make a character... . 

“But it is a serious thing that there are so few 
minutes in the twenty-four hours when we can pause 
to think of God and the eternal issues of the life 
that we are living; for the thing that we call civiliza- 
tion sometimes absorbs and hurries whole popula- 
tions to such an extent that they are constantly 
aware that they are not breathing the air of spiritual 
inspiration which is necessary for the expansion of 
their hearts and the salvation of their souls.” 

This was the utterance of a profound heart-con- 
viction by the President of the United States at a 
time when neutrals’ ships were being sunk and law- 
less soldiery, uncontrollable by the presto-changing 
Presidents of Uncle Sam’s next-door neighbor to the 
south, were drenching their own sun-kissed land in 
blood. 

Have the people of the land of the Stars and 
Stripes ever heard or heeded, in any adequate sense, 
this trumpet call of their President to their proper 
soul-duty ? 

Woodrow Wilson as a Christian statesman not 
only sounded this appeal but has borne peeagrsen 4 
while an occupant of the White House to the fait 
and fidelity of the fathers, to the privilege of fel- 
lowship in worshiping with God’s people, to the 

wer of prayer, and now is about to witness to the 

ible as the Word of God, the mirror of the hu- 
man soul and the biography and interpretation of 
the sacrificing and sacrificed Christ. 

Those present in Foundry Methodist Church on 
the evening of March 31, 1916, when the Baltimore 
Conference was celebrating the centennial of Fran- 
cis Asbury, can never forget the scene. The 
President was the guest of honor. In presenting 
him, Bishop Cranston had read the letter of congratu- 
lation to George Washington upon his election to the 
presidency presented by the college of bishops of the 
Methodist Church in the United States. Mr. Wilson 
elicited a storm of applause when he asked Bishop 
Cranston for the book from which he had been 
reading, and read by way of response Washington’s 
noble reply, dated May, 1789, making it his own, in 
which the first President promised that he would 
“always strive to prove a faithful and impartial pa- 
tron of genuine, vital religion.” 

Bishop Henderson, of Tennessee, who preceded the 
President, had pictured Asbury, America’s first 
Methodist bishop, and pioneer circuit rider, who 
crossed the Alleghenies more than sixty times, often 
in winter. Bishop Henderson knew a modern circuit 
rider of the North Carolina-Tennessee mountains 
who broke down, though far younger than Asbury, 
over the same path, which modern inventions had 
made much wider and smoother. 

Mr. Wilson, referring to this, said, “I never read 
whether Francis Asbury was physically robust or 


“Ti IS sometimes a very troubling thought that in 


Woodrow Wilson has written war messages to 
the American Congress and war messages to the 
American people. This is a war message to Amer- 
ican soldiers and sailors. 

Is its style typical of the Scholar of Princeton? 
Where are the characteristic terse, crisp sentences, 
popping with electricity? Does it not read like a 
paragraph from St. Paul, a bit involved and full of 
parentheses, but gathering momentum as it pro- 
ceeds, and finally falling upon the period like a 
trip-hammer? Is it that kind of a paragraph be- 
cause it emanates from the tired brain of a war- 
driven President? 








not, but jt does not make any difference. The only 
thing that is indomitable is the human spirit, and not 
the human body. ... 

“I have known men so ill that apparently they 
could not carry any burden at all, work with ex- 
quisite spirit and vision through a long generation, 
weaving their health and their vitality out of some 
invisible stuff which other men did not kn$w how 
to use or live upon. It was the spirit of Asbury that 
survived these hardships and traveled these roads: 
his body accompanied him only as an impediment. 

“I was drawn here,” continued the President, “by 
the irresistible attraction of this man who did this 
thing.” Describing “the unchanging character of hu- 
man nature” from one generation to another with its 
pathetic soul-quest “for the satisfaction of the spirit,” 
a satisfaction that may not be drawn “oui of the 
material circumstances of their lives,” the President 
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The Bible is the word of life. I beg that 
you will read it and find this out for your- 
selves—read, not little snatches here and 
there, but long passages that will really be 
the road to the heart of it. You will find it 
full of real men and women not only, but also 
of the things you have wondered about and 
been troubled about all your life, as men have 
been always; and the more you read the more 
it will become plain to you what things are 
worth while and what are not; what things 
make men happy,—loyalty, right dealing, 
speaking the truth, readiness to give every- 
thing for what they think their duty, and, 
most of all, the wish that they may have the 
real approval of the Christ, who gave every- 
thing for them,—and the things that are guar- 
anteed to make men unhappy,—selfishness, 
cowardice, greed, and everything that is low 
and mean. When you have read the Bible 
you know that it is the Word of God, because 
you will have found it the key to your own 
heart, your own happiness, and your own 


duty. 
WOODROW WILSON. 











proceeded to pay this tribute to the missionary pio- 
neer of whom Asbury was but a type, though a peer- 
less type: 


So in every generation, most of all in gener- 
ations like our own, crowded with events of the 
most startling and serious character, man is bent 
upon this eternal quest for some rest and satis- 
faction for his spirit, and occasionally there arises 
a figure like that of Francis Asbury, a knight- 
errant in the interest of rescuing the soul from 
this absorption in its physical environment and 
bringing it out where it can breathe the pure air 
of the uplands where the Spirit of God moves upon 
us. Men of no nativity, men of no citizenship, men 
who feel that they are not locally rooted anywhere, 
but that their errand and their home is wherever 
they are needed, and that they are needed wher- 
ever it is necessary to speak to man something 
that will reveal to him the mission with which his 
spirit has been sent into the world! Men riding 
tirelessly over mile upon mile of tedious journeys 
with uplifted eyes and eager spirit, knowing what 
they are in quest of and finding it at every turn of 
the road where they meet a fellow-man! 

While I share the hope that in the city of Wash- 
ington some worthy monument of Asbury may be 
erected, it does not make any difference whether 
it is done or not, for he does not need the monu- 
ment. His fame is imperishable. _The monument 
would be an evidence of it, not an addition to it. 
The monument would be merely our admission that 
the princes among us are those who forget them- 
selves and serve God and mankind. - 


President Wilson laid the cornerstone of the new 
Central Presbyterian Church at Sixteenth and Irving 
Streets, N. W., in Washington, on December 109, 
1913, when the church was removed from its old 
site at Third and I Streets. He had selected this 
place of worship as his church home during his resi- 
dence in the Capital, and it was appropriate and 
proper for him to render this ministry. Among the 
Scriptures read was the Eighty-fourth Psalm, begin- 
ning, “How amiable are thy tabernacles, O Lord 
of hosts!” In the brief remarks he offered, the 
President referred to the beautiful sentiment in the 
seventh verse, “They go from strength to strength.” 
Then he added: 


A place of worship is in my mind a place of 
individual vision and renewal. I do not see how 
any thoughtful man can be’ conscious that he sits 
in the presence of God without becoming aware 
not only of his relationship to God, so far as he 
can in this life conceive it, but also of his rela- 
tionship to his fellow-men. How a man can harden 
his heart in the exclusiveness of selfishness while 
he sits in a place where God is in any degree re- 
vealed to him, I cannot understand. 

I believe that every place of worship is sancti- 
fied by the repeated self-discovery which comes to 
the human spirit. As congregations sit under the 
Word of God and utter the praise of God, there 
must come to them visions of beauty not elsewhere 
disclosed. Even the family is too little a circle. 
The congregation is a sample of the community. 
There is revealed to the man there what it is his 
duty to be and to do. 

Therefore I, in looking forward to the privilege 












































































































































LESSON FOR SEPT. 2 (Ezekiel 34) 


of worshiping in this place, shall look forward 
with the hope that there may be revealed to me, 
as to you, fresh comprehension of duty and of 
privilege. 


Fellow-worshipers with the President in this 
church have had a glimpse during the past five years 
of his unobtrusive, genuine’ Christianity—his rever- 
ent attitude, his hearty singing of Zion’s great hymns, 
the play of interest upon his features as he follows 
the powerful but old-fashioned preaching of the 
Gospel by the pastor, the Rev. James H. Taylor, his 
remaining to the occasional congregational meeti 
that follows the morning service, his serious self- 
absorption during the administration of the Lord’s 
Supper. Seated a few pews back from the front, it 
is evident that he is not long in the house of God 
before he is totally oblivious of the fact that 
a Secret Service man is sitting just behind him, or 
that incarnate Curiosity, admitted so far as possible 
after the congregation is seated, is craning its 
neck, There is every evidence that the President 
is realizing the hope he expressed for himself at the 
-  amaaaes laying as a worshiper in the house of 


The Cabinet one day about two years ago had 
come to the end of a discussion concerning a mo- 
mentous international issue. As the members were 
arising from the long table in the act of dispersing 
the President halted them abruptly. “Gentlemen, I 
doubt not that all of you believe in prayer, as I do,” 
he. said, in substance. “The matter we have had un- 
der consideration this morning is one that I hope 
you will pray,about as you go to your desks and to 
your, homes.” 


The intensity of Christian conviction in the heart - 


of President Wilson is nowhere in his public utter- 
ances revealed more enthusiastically than in his ad- 
‘dress before the Pennsylvania State Sabbath School 
Association at Pittsburgh, October 13, 1904. He was 
then President of Princeton University. It appeared 
in The Sunday School Times of November 5 and 12, 
1904.1 It scintillates. with epigram and is sur- 
charged with power. It is a message to teachers from 
a great teacher who has sat at the feet of the greatest 
Teacher. One sentence from it is this: 


You cannot create love by entertainment, but 
you can make love by the perfect exhibition of 
Christ-like qualities, and, with the assistance: of 
the Holy Spirit, by the withdrawal of the veil 
which for most men hangs before the face of our 
Lord and Saviour. 


Both before and since his election as President, 
Mr. Wilson has paid glowing tribute to the Bible as 
the Word of God: at Denver, Col., some -years ago, 
during the Ter-centenary of the translation of the 
Bible into the English language, and again in Wash- 
ington at the centennial anniversary of the American 
Bible Society. 

It is readily to be believed that the man who has 
thus variously voiced the faith that is in him, as 
quoted above, and elsewhere, would take the time 
out of the rush of his war-driven life to write a 
personal message to the soldiers and sailors of the 
American Army and Navy, commending to them the 
daily reading of the Bible. The President has done 
that very thing. ° 

The message was written at the request of Robert 
B. Haines, Jr., Secretary of the American branch of 
the Scripture Gift Mission, whose office is at 119 
South Fourth Street, Philadelphia, Pa., and will. ap- 
pear on the front fly leaf of an edition of 75,000 
copies of the New Testament, beautifully illustrated 
> colors, and especially prepared for the Army and 

avy. 

The letter of Secretary Haines to President Wil- 
son was as follows: 


The Scripture Gift Mission of London, of which 
I have the honor to be executive secretary for the 
American branch, has distributed among the war- 
ring nations of Europe during the first two and 
one-half years of the present world war about 
20,000,000 Testaments and Gospel portions. Since 
the entrance of the United States into the war, we 
are receiving requests for Testaments to be sup- 
plied to our own Army and Navy, and are prepar- 
ing an edition to meet this need. On the fly leaf 
of the Testament which is being circulated among 
the soldiers and sailors of the British and Allied 
forces, is printed in facsimile a very helpful auto- 
graph message from Lord Roberts. . .. I am re- 
quested to write you that it is the earnest desire 
of both the American and the London Committees 
of the Scripture Gift Mission to have a similar 
word from you... to the soldiers and seamen of 
the U. S. Army and Navy. Our Committee feel 
that such a message would be a very definite 
Christian service, of far-reaching influence. 


The request of Secretary Haines was cordially en- 
dorsed by Secretary Daniels of the Navy. Mr. 
Daniels, appealed to by the Associate Editor of The 
Sunday School Times, his former private secretary, 
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pressed the request of the Scripture Gift Mission, and 
.in response President Wilson sent the message dis- 
played on the preceding page. oe 

The Scripture Gift Mission, which is distributin 
this edition, was founded in 1888 for the purpose o 
disseminating the Scriptures in native languages 
throughout the world. The Society, however, has the 
right to claim greater age than that, for it absorbed 
in 1909 the oldest existing British Bible Society, the 
Naval and Military Bible Society, founded in 1780. 
In 1915 it circulated more than eight million copies 
of the Scriptures, in 1916 more than ten and a half 
millions, and in 1917 about ten millions, It is su 
ported solely by gifts of those who desire to aid in 
circulating the Scriptures. Administration. expenses 
are met by special arrangement, so that all gifts for 
the work go directly to the printing of the Scriptures, 
and distribution is made by chaplains, colporteurs, 
missionaries, Y. M. C. A. workers, and other volun- 
teer agencies. 

The Bishop of Durham is President of the Mission. 
Others on the committee are Lord Kinnaird, K.T.; 
the Bishop of Clogher; Bishop Taylor Smith, Chap- 
lain General; Prebendary H..W. Webb-Peploe, M.A. ; 
the Ven. Archdeacon Wood, Chaplain of the Fleet; 
General J. G. Halliday, Rev. J. Stuart Holden, Canon 
Barnes Lawrence, Brigadier-General Granville Smith, 

B., and Prebendary F. S. Webster. 

The American branch committee consists of Dr. 
C. I. Scofield, Editor of the Scofield Bible; the Rev. 
Dr. Charles R. Erdman, of Princeton Theological 
Seminary; the Rev. D. M. Stearns, of Germantown ; 
Dr. Robert E. Speer, Missionary Secretary of the 
Presbyterian Board of Foreign Missions; Henry E. 
Fries, president of the Southbound Railroad, Win- 
ston-Salem, N. C.; Dr. Howard A. Kelly, of Bealti- 
more; Rev. Dr. Joseph T. Kelly, of Washington; 
Asa S. Wing, president of the Provident Life and 
Trust Company, Treasurer; T. Edward Ross, J. D. 
Adams, Howard A. Banks, Rev. John Gordon, of 
Temple University, all of Philadelphia; and Horace 
C. Coleman, Norristown; Charles L. Huston, Coates- 
ville, and Fred Kelker, Harrisburg. 

Secretary Francis C. Brading visited the United 
States in 1916-17 and helped establish the American 
Branch. - An article from him telling of the work 
appeared in The Sunday School Times of June, 1917. 

Fascinating stories are told by the hundreds of the 
distribution of the Testaments and Gospels in the 
trenches of Europe's battlefields. A soldier in the 
Devons wrote: “I got a Testament at Havre. A 
bullet went into it as far as Hebrews 12:25: ‘See 
that ye refuse. not him that speaketh. For if they 
escaped not who refused him that spake on earth, 
much more shall not we escape, if we turn away 
from him that speaketh from heaven.’ God spoke to 
me through it, and I got saved in the trench an hour 
afterwards.” 

“The Sword of Victory,” which is the Annual 
Report of the Scripture Gift Mission, has just 
reached America. It declares: 


In the careless days of peace the churches were 
face to face with this problem: How were our 
young men to be brought to a knowledge of the 
Gospel? The war has solved the question in start- 
ling and solemn fashion. Face to face with death, 
men are asking—not for creeds, but for Christ the 
Living Personal Saviour as revealed in his Word. 
Men who never opened a Testament are reading it 
to-day in billet and hut and trench; by the light of 
a candle-end in a dug-out; on board troopship and 
battleship;-in the narrow limits of a submarine, 
and mine-sweeper, or trawler; in the lonely out- 
posts of air-craft battery, or wireless stations; in 
the quiet of hospital ward or sick bay; and—sad- 
dest of all—in the hunger and suffering of inactiv- 
ity of a camp of prisoners of war; and to many, 
very many, the Bible is a Book so utterly unknown, 
so strikingly new, that its message comes straight 
t heart and conscience with no sense of familiarity 
—which too often spells indifference or inattention 
—but with the freshness that means transforming, 
transfixing power, 


Secretary Brading declares that the “one | ‘ight 
ray of light amid the gloom and horror of the war 
is the great desire on the part of so many to possess 
a copy of the Word of God.” In atheistic France, 
in Italy, Serbia, Roumania, Russia, Turkey, every- 
where the Scriptures are being scattered. Jn Belgium 
Mr. and Mrs. Ralph C. Norton are working in asso- 
ciation with the Scripture Gift Mission. 

The Scripture Gift Mission Committee estimate 
that during the next twelve months the sum of 
$100,000 will be needed in donations and subscrip- 
tions. 

In the beginning of Philippians Paul speaks of the 
“fellowship in forwarding the Glad Tidings” which 
he had with the members of that church. The send- 
ing of this issue of 75,000 copies of the New Testa- 
ment to the soldier boys in khaki, and to the sailor 
lads in navy blue, is certainly “forwarding the Glad 
Tidings.” Is it not a privilege as well as an oppor- 
tunity to have “fellowship” in this work with fellow- 
‘Christians, including our Christian President? 

This fellowship should be one of prayer that every 
copy sent out may be a seed that shall fall into good 


ground; a fellowship of activity, securing copies of 
these Scriptures, and, personally, if possible, giving 
them to the soldiers in the camps hard by your town, 
or upon the war vessels afloat in your port; and a 
fellowship of giving, in view of the increased costs 
of printing in these days of war prices. Ali gifts 
should be sent to the headquarters of the Scripture 
Gift Mission, 119 South Fourth Street, Philadelphia. 


<a 
How to Have a Happy Time 
on Sunday Afternoon 
By Frances M. Schuyler 
“Way: can we do with the children on Sun- 


day afternoons?” is an ever-recurring 

question of the mother whose turbulent 
brood taxes her patience and ingenuity to the utmost. 
Many solutions to the knotty problem have been 
worked out by junior leaders and devoted guardians, 
but they are largely determined by local conditions. 
It is evident that there is no hard and fast rule to 
be applied to all classes of children who demand 
attention on Sunday afternoons. 

A most interesting experiment came under my per- 
sonal observation in the city of Chicago not long 
since. Mr. and Mrs. . McKinney, a young 
business man and his wife, after careful consider- 
ation, resolved to open their home on beautiful 
Woodlawn Avenue to the children of the neighbor- 
hood for an hour on Sunday afternoons. 

Thoroughly missionary in their sympathies and con- 
versant with life on mission fields, they proceeded to 
test the theory they held that missionary incidents 
can be made as fascinating to a girl as fairy tales. 


Getting the Youthful Audience 

The invitation to be present at the hour of three 
was inSerted in the weekly calendar of the Hyde 
Park Baptist Church, and was also given in person 
by Mr. McKinney in the elementary and secondary 
departments of the Sunday-school. While the allur- 
ing title of the story was given, not a word dis- 
closed the fact that it was to be a missionary hour. 

The experiment was launched on January 18, the 
initial story bearing the title “The Last House in the 
World” (Hudson Bay). On January 25, Mr. H. N. 
McKinney, Mr. McKinney’s father, was pressed into 
service and his boyhood’s experience as a mission- 
ary’s son in Africa was told. The calendar that day 
bore the invitation to come and hear of “Ptay Days 
in Natal, by a White African.” “In the Land of 
the Dakotas” came third on the list and proved an 
excellent Indian tale, furnishing background for 
the story of “A Kiowa Princess, Odle-tay-tie,” that 
was told on the following Sunday. 

“On the Volcano’s Brink” presented Queen Kapio- 
lani and a new phase of missionary interest. Then 
was launched a series of stories centering about the 
celebrated name of Adoniram Judson, under the 
suggestive title “Captured by a French Privateer.” 
“Laughing Ann in the Haunts of the White Ele- 
phant” was the captivating announcement for the 
next week, and the interest in the young couple in- 
creased and was held throughout two successive re- 
citals, bearing the somewhat lurid titles of “The 
Beast in the Jungle” and “Taming the Beast.” 


The Second Year 


So cordially had the effort to interest and entertain 
been received that the promoters were encouraged to 
resume in the autumn. The weekly gatherings dis- 
continued in the spring. Interesting meetings re- 
sulted, and the few grown-ups who were present 
to assist in the care of the children enjoyed the 
stories as much as the little ones did. Who with the 
least imagination would be indifferent to a thrilling 
tale of “A Missionary Letter that Was Lost in a 
Boot”? or of “The King and the Wizard,” and “Some 
Black Christians With News”? (Mackay of 
Uganda.) 

“Under the Lion’s Paw” held the youthful audi- 
tors spellbound as Livingstone’s noble life and his 
devout attachment to his poor black people were de- 
lineated. “Santa Claus in India” and “Santa Claus 
in Japan” brought the fascinating little brownies of 
those lands before the children. That the good old 
saint was something of an explorer was demonstrated 
the next Sunday when “Santa Claus Discovers Some 
New Chimneys in America.” 

The hour was all too short as they listened to 
Dr. Grenfell’s fearful experience when “Adrift On 
An Ice-Pan” (Houghton and Mifflin, Boston, 75 cents 
net), and the heroic in home mission work 
in the Northwest was emphasized in “The Battle 
Under the Giant Pines.” “A Race for Life,” with 
Marcus Whitman, and “The Sinking of a Well,” by 
John G. Paton, were equally enjoyable yet wholly 
different in treatment. 

“The Land of the Mummy and the Camel” 
(Egypt), and “A Jolly Good Time in Grenfell’s 
Town” (Labrador), presented life on two continents 
and striking contrasts in manners and customs. 
When asked how the plan originated, Mrs. McKin- 
ney replied: “As to the origin of the story hour we 
should probably have to go back to Mother McKin- 
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ney’s King’s Messenger Band at the Bethlehem Church 
in Philadelphia. Mr. McKinney worked with her in it 
as a boy, and while a student in the University, and 
as a result is firmly convinced of the value of this 
sort of work among children. We believe that you 
cannot begin too early to train missionary leaders for 
the future. The attendance has been gratifying be- 
yond our fondest hopes. The maximum number was 
72. We have had 52, 40, 35, and even bitterly cold 
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and stormy weather has not brought the average 
below thirty. The children have been weanarteiiy 
intereste | and well behaved.” 

Think of the scores of beautiful homes all over our 
land and the hundreds of eager story-loving little 
people. Are there not others who could emulate the 
example of the McKinneys and make Sunday after- 
noon a happy time for the neighborhood children? 

Wuiamsport, Pa. 








When Things “Look Good” to Archeology | 


How Professor Melvin Grove Kyle, D.D., LL.D., applies an old test to a 
new creation tablet, a passage in an ancient manuscript, and other material 





made announcement in his presidential address, at 
the American Oriental Society, of the discovery 
of a new creation tablet. Said he: 


Perhaps I made be pardoned if, in order to illus- 
trate the kind of religious expression found in 
these poems and epics on creation, I quote from 
an unpublished tablet a poetical account of the 
creation of man and the beginnings of civilization 
which I have recently had the good fortune to 
discover among incantation tablets from Nippur in 
the University Museum in Philadelphia. , 


The tablet is poetical and, of course, is clothed in 
the efflorescent language of Sumerian mythology. 
Yet, as Professor Barton points out, it contains many 
parallels to the Genesis account; as, when it is said 
of Shamash, “Mankind he planned; many men were 
brought forth.” 

A curious addition to the Biblical account which 
sounds like a comment pon it is that, “Food and 
sleep he planned for them; clothing and dwellings 
he did not plan-for them.” Professor Barton again 
compares “It is not good that man should be alone; 
I will make a helpmeet for him,” and “Therefore 
shall a man leave his father and his mother and shall 
cleave unto his wife,” with this from the new cre- 
ation tablet, “Companions calling them, with a man 
his wife he made them dwell.” 

‘The tablet comes, according to the Professor’s con- 
clusions, from the Cassite period, or the First 
Dynasty of Babylon. 


|: WAS in a modest way that ProfesSor Barton 


It Does Not Soar to the Style of Genesis 


HE account of the Creation tablet mentioned 

above was introduced as a part of a most inter- 
esting address on Babylonian expressions of the re- 
ligious spirit. Professor Barton’s estimate of the 
religious expressions of the people of the Euphrates 
valley in early times is very similar to that ex- 
pressed on the archeology page of The Sunday 
Times not long since: 


If then we would make a fair estimate of ancient 
Babylonian expressions of the religious spirit, we 
must compare them not with the sayings of 
Hebrew poets and prophets, or the Gatas of Zo- 
roaster, or the utterances of India’s philosophers 
and reformers, or the teachings of Lao-tse or 
Confucius, but with the religious utterances of 
Egypt, of Vedic India, and of China before the 
rise. of her sages. 


That puts the religious expressions of Babylonia 
far down the line. The many quotations given by 
Professor Barton sustain this opinion. Yet here and 
there shines out the hope of mercy in a startling way. 

“ Because thou savest, O Lord, I turn to thy divinity! 

Because thou art compassionate, I seek thee! 
Because thou appearest compassionate, | look to thee! 
Because thou art merciful, I stand before thee! 
Really look upon me! Hearken to my cry!” 


In keeping with the low character of the religious 


expressions, the Creation tablet, too, in majesty and 
sublimity of thought and expression, falls far below 
the Biblical account in Genesis. 


Professor George A. Barton, Journal of the American 
Oriental Society, May, 1917, pp. 23-42. 


we 
How Do You Explain the Parallelism? 


mates than once we have found in America help- 
ful archeological material for Bible study. 
American archeologists are freer than those in the 
Biblical field from a certain kind of presuppositions. 
No one can be entirely free from presuppositions. 
As one cannot think on all subjects at once, some 
things have to be*presupposed in all thinking. But 
American archeologists are free from those peculiar 
presuppositions that arise from opinions concerning 
Biblical exegesis, or the lack of them, as the case 
may be. 

_ Professor Hopkins of Yale points out some most 
interesting and striking parallels between religious 
customs of the East Indians and the customs of the 
Indians of both North and South America. 


Savages believe in a hair-soul . . . a spifitual 
vigor implicit in hair. .. . The Indians of Mexico 
and Peru offered the eyebrow hairs in casua@ sac- 
rifice to the sun-god. In the North the scalping 
of a foe was primarily to control the hair-soul, 
and it was believed that the scalped Indian re- 
mained in the next world subject to him who held 
the scalp. 


In India “A group of ten families or villages forms 
part of a larger group of a hundred,” and so on. 
So, the Peruvian state is based on ten families.” 
“In the Rig-Veda, a girl preparing food for a god 
chews the grain first. . . . Among the Hopi (In- 
dians) . . . there is a sacrifice of chewed grain, and 
among the Peruvians acca is prepared by women who 
first chew and then boil and ferment it.” 

“Brahman in India receives as creator little homage 
because he is no longer active. So in Mexico... 
there was a-creatu:-god, but he received no sacrifice.” 
“The four divine Winds or Directions (Peru) ... 
are a perfect parallel to the Hindu four gods of the 
quarters.” “The tree of life was a fourfold cross 
in Mexico, a svastica, and all the religious ceremonial 
turned about this number.” 

Concerning these resemblances and many others, Dr. 
Hopkins regards them as “presumably of indepen- 
dent creation. . . . No sane historian believes in a 
common root or seed of the growths found therein.” 
... “It demonstrates how near and yet how far may 
be religious phenomena alike in form and yet diverse 
in origin.” 

This is a healthy archeological attitude that it 
would be well if some in the Semitic world would 
strive for and attain, namely, that resemblances do 
not necessarily imply relationship; there must be 
reasonable evidence of historical connection. 

E. Washburn Hopkins, Journal of the American Oriental 
Society, May, 1917, pp. 72-84. 


se 
Are There Any Experts on ‘‘ Counterfeits ’’? 


WAS once foolish enough to ask a bank cashier, 

“How do you know all the counterfeit bills?” He 
smiled indulgently upon me and replied, “I do not 
know them, at all; I do not need to know them; I 
know the good bills.” Some one once asked Dr. 
Murch, then of the American Mission, Egypt, now 
gone to his rest, who was an expert in the recogni- 
tion of genuine antiquities and the detection of for- 
geries, “How do you know a relic is genuine?” He 
took a bill from ‘his pocket and replied, “Is that 
good money?” “Yes,” said his questioner. “How do 
you know?” said Dr. Murch. “Oh, it looks good.” 
“Exactly,” said the doctor, “and when you know 
antiquities, the genuine ‘looks good.’” 

Such a test of genuine antiquities may seem to 
some vague and untrustworthy, yet when applied by 
an expert it is very trustworthy. No amount of evi- 
dence will entirely satisfy him if the relic does not 
“look good.” I wish to give one instance of the 
application of this test that each one can apply for 
himself. Each reader of the Times is an expert in 
the appearance of genuine Scripture. Many, how- 
ever, wonder how the genuine was distinguished in 
early Christian days, and how the Church rejected 
apochryphal writings and adopted only the genuine. 

Professor Cobern in his new book quotes from 
what he describes as the “most valuable of all the 
newly discovered manuscripts,” the Washington 
Codex, known as the Freer manuscript. The passage 
quoted follows Mark 16:14. Read Mark at this 
place and then insert the following and judge for 
yourself if this is genuine Scripture: 


“And they defended themselves saying: This 
world of lawlessness and unbelief is under Satan, 
which does not suffer those unclean things that 
are under the dominion of spirits to comprehend 
the true power of God. They said (these things) 
to Christ. And Christ replied to them: There has 


been fulfilled the term of years of the authority 
of Satan, but other dreadful things are drawing 
nigh (even to those) for the sake of whom as 
sinners I was deliveréd up to the death in order 
that they might return to the truth and sin no 
more: in order that they might inherit the spiritual 


AUGUST 18, 1917 


and incorruptible glory of righteousness which is 
in heaven, but go. . m 


Who will not instantly agree with Professor 
Cobérn’s comment: “The style of this addendum 
is so different from the other portions of Mark’s 
Gospel that it seems to the writer impossible to think 
of it as an original reading.” 


The Best Anthenticated Book 


TS additional comment also will give cheer“to 
many : 


In completing our survey of the discoveries in 
this most important field of textual criticism we 
are impressed with the complete and thorough way 
in which the radical theories of a century ago 
have been disproved. The text of the New Testa- 
ment is now fixed more certainly than that of any 
ancient book. Not even one discovery has been 
opposed to the overwhelmimg testimony regarding 
the antiquity of the text, while the general purity 
of the text has been established by a mass of evi- 
dence a hundredfold greater than that which can 
be marshalled for any ancient classic. 

Professor Camden M. Cobern, The New Archeological 
Discoveries and their Bearing upon the New Testament, 
Pp. 164 and 209. we 


Ancient “‘ Pointers *’ for the Senate Finance Committee 


T IS of special interest to note in connection with 

Professor Cobern’s helpful book the appearance 
of another volume of Grenfell and Hunt’s Oxyrhyn- 
chus: papyri. These latest publications from that 
fruitful field throw ligl.t upon the times immediately 
before Constantine, i. e., the end of the third century 
and the beginning of the fourth. 

How like-are the problems of life in all ages! 
It helps us much in our practical application of 
Christianity to the world to learn of Christianity in 
the early Christian ages, and to know that it had to 
meet then much the same problems to which we 
must apply it now in our own part of the world. 
We have seen something of this from Professor 
Cobern’s book. Now add this touchand what a 
familiar touch !—of the burdens of citizenship. There 
were “poll taxes,” “pig taxes,” and “acreage dues,” 
aid even some taxes for the “desert.” “Baths” 
were taxed and “asses” and even the “embankments” 
that kept the water in check. In addition to all such 
individual and special taxes, there were “crown 
dues” and “temple dues.” It is bad enough when a 
tree people so tax themselves to maintain their lib- 
erties, but when an autocratic government like the 
Roman Empire imposed such burdens upon the peo- 
ple, the problems of Christianity in inculcating the 
wholesome doctrine of submission to “the powers 
that be” were greater than any Christians must face 
to-day in most parts of the Christian world, It was 
to this same Roman world in still more autocratic 
days that Paul referred when he wrote the exhor- 
tation: “Let every soul be subject unto the higher 
powers, For there is no power but of God: and the 
powers that be are ordained of God.” 

W. H. D. Rouse, Review of Oxyrhynchus Papyri, Part 33, 
Grenfell and Hunt, The Classical Review, May, 1917, p. 105. 


When an Old Pagan Philosopher Found Christ 


poennAre I may be pardoned for gleaning one 
more illustration from the hundreds of interest- 
ing things in Dr. Cobern’s delightful book. It re- 
lates to the discovery of a Classic. It was discov- 
ered long ago and is not news to archeologists or 
special students of the New Testament, but will be 
helpful to many readers of the Times. 

I refer to the Apology of Aristides discovered by 
J. Rendel Harris in 1889. The interesting story of 
discovery I leave to the readers of the “New Arch- 
eological Discoveries,” and refer only to the re- 
markable testimony given by this one-time heathen 
philosopher, who like Paul came to a most intelli- 
gent and thorough comprehension and acceptance of 
the truth as it is in Jesus Christ. “All agree that... 
the ‘Apology’ was probably written somewhere be- 
tween A. D. 124 and 140. Aristides tells the story 
of the crucifixion and the resurrection, and the go- 
ing forth of the disciples to evangelize the world ex- 
actly as it is in the Gospels, though entirely in his own 
language. He declares of Christians: 


These are they who beyond all the nations of the 
earth have found the truth, for they know God as 
Creator and Maker of all things, and they worship 
no other God beside him; for they have his com- 
mandments graven on their hearts, and these they 
keep in expectation of the world to come, 

Truly this is a new race and there is something 
divine mingled with it. Take now their writings 
and read in them and lo! ye will find that not of 
myself have I brought these things forward nor 
as their advocate have I said them, but as I have 
read in their writings these things I firmly be- 
lieve and those things also that are to come. 
PHILADELPHIA, 











LESSON FOR SEPT. 2 (Ezekiel 34) 





LESSON 10. SEPTEMBER 2. 


Golden Text.—Jehovah is my shepherd; I shall not want.—Psalm 23 : 1 





The Lesson Pilot 


By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


Getting Started in Class 


N A BEAUTIFULLY engraved correspondence 

card that Mr. David Baron, of London, and his 

fellow-workers use as they conduct the work 
of a remarkable mission to Jews known as the 
“Hebrew Christian Testimony to Israel,” is a line in 
Hebrew characters, preceded by the words “Isaias, 
45,17.” And this is what those Hebrew words say, 
as any one can easily verify by the English Bible: 
“But | Prone shall be saved by Jehovah with an ever- 
lasting salvation: ye shall not be put to shame nor 
confounded world without end.” ote 

The history of the Jews through the last nineteen 
centuries, and even in recent years, may not seem to 
make that a very hopeful prophecy. But God has said 
he would bring it to pass; therefore all human signs 
and historical evidences are of no value against the 
word or God. 

On the other hand, let the class mention historical 
and human evidences connected with the Jews that 
unmistakably show God’s supernatural care of them 
during the centuries, and that show that they are a 
unique, divinely safeguarded people, there being no 
national or racial parallel to them in history. 


Our Background Material 


See how many of your class will join you in read- 
ing the book of Ezekiel through either the week be- 
fore or the week following this lesson. 

For information about Ezekiel as one of the 
prophets of the captivity, he himself being a captive 
and prophesying in captivity, see Dr. Griffith 
Thomas (1). 

“Speaking broadly, the purpose of his ministry is 
to keep before the generations born in exile the 
national sins which had brought Israel so low (e. g., 
Ezékiel 14: 23) ; to sustain the faith of the exiles by 
predictions of national restoration, of the execution 
of justice upon their oppressors, and of national glory 
a a Davidic monarchy” (Scofield Reference 

ible). 

The book is in seven great divisions: 


I. Ezekiel’s preparation and commission (chap- 
ters I to 3:9). 
II. The prophet’s commission as watchman (3: 


10-21). 
III. Ezekiel’s second vision of the glory, and the 
result in service (3:22 to 7: 27). 
IV. Jehovah justified in sending his people into 
captivity (8 to 33:21). 
V. The future kingdom of the son of David (33: 
21 to 36:38). 
VI. Restoration of Israel; the Davidic kingdom; 
judgment on the nations (37:1 to 39: 26) ; 
VII. Israel in the land during the kingdom-age 
(40: 1 to 48:35). 


Other illuminating facts about Ezekiel’s work 
among the captives in captivity, and the varying atti- 
tudes of the Jews in captivity, are given by Dr. 
Griffith Thomas (2, 3). 


The Lesson Itself 

The references, except as otherwise noted, are to les-: 

son-articles in this issue. Bold-face figures at the end 

of certain gneagrepse in those articles will help in 
quickly locating the references. 

Use all of chapter 34 as the lesson material. 

Notice the four distinct divisions of this chapter: 
(1) God’s condemnation of, and judgment against 
the false shepherds of Israel (vs. 1-10). (2) God’s 
own shepherding of Israel (vs. 11-16). (3) God’s 
further judgment against sinful and self-seeking 
members of Israel (vs. 17-21). (4) God’s final, un- 
defeatable, and everlasting salvation and restoration 
of Israel in their own land (vs. 22-31). 

Who were the false shepherds of Israel? Get 
the views of the class; then note Dr. Griffith 
Thomas (I, 4). 

Now it is a striking fact that not only is it “the 
Lord Jehovah” (v. 2) who is speaking against the 
false shepherds of Israel, but the very name “Je- 
hovah” is in blessed contrast with false shepherds. 
For Jehovah means “the God of revelation and 
grace, dwelling with his people, guiding and deliver- 
ing them, and receiving their worship.” Every time 
we see the name Jehovah, therefore, let us praise 
God for what it says to us of his love for us, just as 
we do for the marvelous name JESUS. 

Have the class make a list of the failures, or 
wrong-doings, of the false shepherds of Israel 
(vs. 2-6) 

Then have the class bring out the terrible and in- 


fHE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 








Se = — 


Ezekiel 34. Commit verse 12 


[The portion of the text indicated by the International 
sson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
Ezekiel 34: 11-16, 23-27) 

11 For thus saith the Lord Jehoyah: Behold, I myself, 
even I, will search for my sheep, and will seek them out. 
12 As a shepherd seeketh out his flock in the day that he 
is among his sheep that are scattered abroad, so will I 
seek out my sheep; and I will deliver them out of all places 
whither they have been scattered in ! the cloudy and dark 
day. 13 And I will bring them out from the peoples, and 
gather them from the countries, and will bring them into 
their own land; and I will feed them upon the mountains of 
Israel, by the watercourses, and in all the inhabited places 
of the country. 14 I will feed them with good pasture; 
and upon the mountains of the height of Israel shall their 
fold be: there shail.they lie down in a good fold; and on 
fat pasture shall they feed upon the mountains of Israel. 
15 I myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, and I will 
cause them to lie down, saith the Lord Jehovah. 161 will 
seek that which was lost, and will bring back that which 
was driven away, and will bind up that which was broken, 
and will strengthen that which was sick: but the fat and 
the strong I will destroy; I will, feed them in justice. ... 
23 And I will set up one shepherd over them, and he shall 
feed them, even my servant David; he shall feed them, and 
he shall be their shepherd. 24 And I, Jehovah, will be their 
God, and my servant David prince among them; I, Jehovah, 
have spoken it. 

25 And I will make with them a covenant of peace, and 
will cause evil beasts to cease out of the land; and they 
shall dwell securely in the wilderness, and sleep in the 
woods. 26 And I will make them and the places round 
about my hill a blessing; and I will cause the shower to 
come down in its season; there shall be showers of bless- 
ing. 27 And the tree of the field shall yield its fruit, and 
the earth shall yield its increase, and they shall be secure 
in their land; and they shall know that I am Jehovah, when 
I have broken the bars of their yoke, and have delivered 
them out of the hand of those that made bondmen of them. 


4 Heb. the day of clouds and thick darkness.- 
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escapable judgments of God against the false shep- 
herds (vs. 7-10). 

- Now, in bright, glorious contrast with the dark 
icture of the under-shepherds’ failure, and their 
judgments, Jehovah the Good Shepherd accepts and 
undertakes the responsibility that they have repudi- 
ated. “I.myself, even I” (v. 11). Have the class 
set down the things that God pledges himself to do 
for Israel his sheep (vs. 11-16). 


1. I will search for my sheep. 

And will seek them out. 

I will deliver them out of all places whither 
they have been scattered. I will bring 
them out from the peoples, and gather 
them from the countries. 

And will bring them into their own land. 

I will feed them. 

Upon the mountains of Israel. 

I will feed them with good pasture. 

I myself will be the shepherd of my sheep. 

I will cause them to lie down. 

10. Will bind up that which was broken. 

11. Will strengthen that which was sick. 


Especially note the striking contrast between what 
the false shepherds did not do, in verse 4, and what 
the Jehovah Shepherd will do, in verse 16. The four 
corners of rescue mission work, as Mr. Ridgway (3) 
describes this, are found in verse 16. 

Jehovah goes on to declare his further judgments, 
not against the false under-shepherds, but against 
those of the sheep themselves who had made them- 
selves fat and strong at the expense of the poor and 
weak sheep (vs. 16-22). Who these sinful sheep 
were is discussed by Dr. Griffith Thomas (I, 5, 6). 

Have the class note the striking detail with which 
the customs of sheep are recognized in verses 18-21; 
and use what Dr. Mackie (1) says about the customs 
of the Oriental shepherd. 


The Truth that Is Golden 


Way back here in the Old Testament, while the 
Jews were in what seemed like hopeless captivity, 
as elsewhere constantly throughout the Old Testa- 
ment and the New, God declares that he will restore 
the Jews to their own land, set up the throne and 
the kingdom of David through the personal reign of 
David’s Greater Son, and bring to pass such earthly 
and spiritual blessings as have not been known since 
the world began. That is the Golden Truth about 
the Golden Age which is coming to pass here on this 
earth. Verses 22-31 more exceedingly abound in 
grace where sin has abounded (Rom. 5: 20). 

That the prophecy of Gabriel in Luke 1: 30-33 will 
be literally fulfilled through David’s Greater Son, 
the Lord Jesus Christ, is discussed by Dr. Griffith 
Thomas (I, 7). Note the Scripture references he 
gives (in his “Leading Questions”) bearing on the 
future of Israel and the return of the Lord. 
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Eden conditions will be restored, or more than re- 
stored. The very nature of wild animals will be 
changed (Isaiah 11:6-9). “There shall be showers 
of blessing” (v. 26), both spiritual and temporal, 
such as the world has never known before. The fer- 
tility of the ground will doubtless be beyond any- 
thing that has existed since Adam sinned and the 
earth was cursed (Gen. 3: 17-19). 

Anti-Semitism will be forever done away with 
(vs. 27-29). The Jews will never again be cast out 
of Palestine: “They shall be secure in their land” 
(v. 27). And through the Jews will come such bless- 
ings to the whole earth and all mankind as the 
“— of man cannot conceive. : 

he second coming of Christ has a threefold out- 

look: the first for the church, the second for the 

i? and the third for the Gentiles (1 Cor. 10: 32; 
r. Griffith Thomas, II, 9). 


Teaching Points 


The lack of true shepherding, shown in false re- 
ligious teaching to-day, has the same results: the 
sheep first wander away from the faith, then get 
out into open unbelief, becoming food for de- 
vouring spiritual beasts, and go down to destruction 
and eternal death. 

Notice the remarkable “Sidelight” on this lesson 
in Charles E. Scott’s article on page 455 on true 
shepherding in China. 

It was the Good Shepherd who died for us (John 
10:11); the Great Shepherd who rose from the dead 
(Hebrews 13:20); the Chief Shepherd who is com- 
ing again (1 Peter 5:4). (Dr. Griffith Thomas, II, 9.) 

“t is a terrible thing when God says, “I am against” 
this man or that. But is it inescapable, if the man 
relentlessly persists in being against God and rejects 
the stewardship that God has committed unto him. 

Use the seven P’s, or blessings, in the relation of 
se as the Shepherd with his sheep, given by 

r. Griffith Thomas in his Section II. 

The glory of our religion is the fact that God is 
faithful even when we are faithless (2 Tim. 2: 13) ; 
this is clearly shown by Mr. Ridgway (1, 2). 

A striking conversation between two college girls 
as to how the Good Shepherd saves the sheep (Miss 
Frederick, 1-4). 


Questions for Study and Discussion 

Why was Ezekiel called “son of man”? 

What is it to “prophesy”? 

Why is it that sin makes men take advantage of 
their fellow-men? 

Is the natural, unsaved man loving and tender 
and sympathetic by nature? (v. 4.) , 

Why have not the Jews gotten together from all 
over the world long before now, and set up their own 
national life and existence? 


Is it harsh or unloving for God to say that he is 
against any man? 


Is God sure to find those for whom he is seeking? 
Why is God going to save and restore the Jews? 


Is a kingdom or a democracy the ideal state for 
men? 


A Glimpse of Next Sunday’s Lesson 


[For the teacher to give the class a week ahead. The 
suggestions and questions are for the members’ own 
preparation.] 

The Benefits of Total Abstinence (Temperance Lesson) 
(Daniel 1). 


There are very, very few men who stand out in 
the whole Bible history from Genesis to Revelation 
as almost wholly admirable and lovable in the in- 
spired record of their life. Daniel is one of these 
very few. For four weeks we shall be studying in 
his brief book of twelve chapters. Let us master 
the book during those four weeks, reading it through 
again and again. Our first glimpse of this splendid 
young Jew sees him taken into captivity, then leap- 
ing out into freedom although still a captive. 


Why did God give his people into the hands of a 
pagan king? 
How did king Nebuchadnezzar show farsighted 


wisdom in his attitude toward some of the captives 
of noble blood? 


Why were the Hebrew young men’s names 
changed? 


What proved that Daniel was wise and tactful, as 
well as conscientious and courageous? 


Was the result of the diet test natural or super- 
natural? 


PHILADELPHIA. 
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The Lesson as a Whole 


By Rev. Professor W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 








Connection.—Ezekiel was one of the two prophets 
of the captivity, and while Jeremiah announced the 
exile Ezekiel was one of the captives. When Jehoia- 
chin was dethroned, Ezekiel was among those carried 
away (2 Kings 24: 14-16), and it was fapm this date 
that he reckoned the years of his work (Ezek. 1:2; 
33:21; 40:1). It isa remarkable fact—God’s prophet 
a captiye, and in several respects Ezekiel himself was 
unique. No prophet before him had the title, “son 
of man,” which occurs about 90 times (2:1; 47:6). 
His book consists largely of visions, more so than 
any other prophet. These show clearly the will of 
God for his people (1) 

The book is made up of several groups of prophecy, 
and the present lesson occurs in the fifth of these 
(33 to 37), dealing with the Divine kingdom in the 
future in contrast with the kingdom recently taken 
into captivity. For seven years Ezekiel had been 
Le ee | among the ay ew urging them to piety 
and obedience, and they had been unwilling to listen, 
thinking that God would never allow his city and 
temple to be captured. This had prevented Ezekiel 
from continuing his work (Ezek. 24: 27; 33:22), but 
as news had arrived of the actual captivity, the 
prophet resumed his efforts as a preacher, and this 
chapter is one of his discourses. After the catas- 
trophe, the people were ready to despair (Ezek. 37: 
11), and it was the work of the prophet to encourage 
and cheer them, so as to arouse them from their 
despondency and lead them in repentance to God. (2) 


Time.—The destruction of Jerusalem and the tem- 
ple was a crisis in the life of Ezekiel, for before that 
the people, thinking that God would protect his own 
city and sanctuary, were more ready to revolt against 
Babylon than to do the will of God. But from the 
time that the temple was burnt and the land depopu- 
lated the prophet began to comfort and inspire the 
people in their disappointment. This particular 
chapter is undated, but it was probly given not long 
after Jerusalem had fallen (33:21, 22). (3) 


I. The Message of the Lesson 


Jehovah’s Appeal (vs. 1-6). The prophet is com- 
manded to speak against those who are called “the 
shepherds of Israel,” no doubt referring to the civil 
rulers, and in particular to the kings who, like 
Jehoiakim and Zedekiah, had so deplorably failed in 
their duty. In the Old Testament the shepherd is 
far more associated with government than with 
pastoral duties, and the shepherds of the people are 
always its kings and civil rulers (1 Kings 22:17; 
Jer. 23: 1-6). We can see this also in the contrast 
made with David in later verses (2 Sam.e5:2; Psa. 
78:70). (4) 

Jehovah’s Announcement (vs. 7-10). God as the 
chief Shepherd, who is also the Judge, solemnly tells 
these false shepherds that, as they had neglected 
their duty, they were discharged from their trust, 
and that God himself was against them and would 
require the sheep at their hands. 


Jehovah’s Assurance (vs. 11-16). Then God re- 
veals the truth that he is the Shepherd of his people, 
and will gather the sheep that have been scattered 
in the day of his judgment (30:3). The picture is a 
very beautiful one and concerns a restored Israel, 
with the assurance that those that were lost and hurt 
and suffering should be brought back, and every 
wound healed, while, in contrast, the noble and 
wealthy who with the kings had worked evil upon 
the people would have to endure severe judgment 
(v. 16). This picture of the future restoration ex- 
tends, as we shall see later on, far beyond the cir- 
cumstances of a return from captivity, and undoubt- 
edly involves the great future to which prophets and 
the New Testament look forward (Jer. 33: 12-18; 
Matt. 9: 36; Luke 19: 10; Acts 1:6; Rom.9gto11). (5) 

Jehovah’s Action (vs. 17-24). Then the Divine 
message goes on to show that it will be necessary to 
deal with some of the sheep as distinct from others. 
The word “cattle” is commonly used in the Old ‘Testa- 
ment of sheep rather than of oxen (Gen. 30: 34-42). 
The contrast here lies between the strong sheep and 
the weak, between the strong goats and the weak, not 
between the sheep and goats. The strong sheep and 
goats represent the greedy, cruel, and selfish classes 
who oppressed the poor and needy, and, not content 
with being the first to enjoy the good things, pre- 
vented others from their share. Thus the people are 
likened to a flock at pasture, but instead of each 
taking a turn, the strong are depicted as selfishly 
helping themselves, regardless of others. (6) 

Again assurance is given of a great future with a 
Shepherd who will be faithful, true, and concerned 
for all the sheep without exception or distinction. 
This is a reference to the days of the Messiah who, 
as the “Son of David,” realizes God’s purposes for 
his people Israel (vs. 23, 24; 37:24; 1 Kings 14:8; 
Jer. 30:9). This promise of ‘a Messianic king and 
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kingdom must be carefully distinguished from our 
Lord’s spiritual rule over hearts and lives. The 
words of Gabriel still wait complete literal fulfil- 
ment (Luke 1: 30-33). (7) 


‘ Jehovah’s Anticipation (vs. 25-31). The appear- 
ance of the Messiah will be associated with a glorious 
future. God will make a covenant of peace (Lev. 
26:6; Jer. 31:31; Ezek. 37:26), and in vivid lan- 
uage wonderful blessings are assured to his people. 
hey will be assured of absolute protection from 
heathen nations (“evil beasts”), because they are pos- 
sessed by none other than God himself (v. 31). 


Il. The Heart of the Lesson 

The chapter makes a strikin 
human shepherds who are false and the Divine 
Shepherd who is true. “Jehovah is my Shepherd.” 
Consider some of the elements. 


‘1. His Presence (v. 30). All through the chapter 
there is the assurance of God’s presence with his 
people, and it is this that gives supreme comfort, 

I my fear no evil; for thou art with me” (Psa. 
23: 4). 

2. His Possession. Again and again God speaks 
of the sheep as his own, and the references to “my 
sheep” should be specially noticed (vs. 11, 12, 31). 
The consciousness that we belong to God is one of 
the truest inspirations of life. 

3. His Provision. Here we notice the fulness and 
variety of what God provides for his people. They 
are recovered from their enemies, provided with a 
proper place, and are given all the food that they 
need. No wonder “I shall not want.” 

4. His Protection. The thought of enemies is 
found in almost every part of this message, and the 
sheep are assured of God’s care of them under all 
circumstances. Whatever may be the foe, the grace 
of God is more than sufficient to meet the need. And 
so we can say, “I will fear no evil”; “Thou pre- 
parest a table before me in the presence of mine ene- 
mies” (Psa. 23: 4, 5). 

5. His Power. But it must never be forgotten that 
God’s attitude toward his sheep is one of perfect 
righteousness, and if they are unfaithful, he will deal 
with them in judgment (vs. 17-22). 

6. His Promise. It is particularly interesting to 
notice through the chapter the repetition of “I am” 
and “I will.” The former tells us of facts; the latter 
of promises. The facts are to be accepted; the 
promises are to be expected. Thus, we are to accept 
the fact that God is ‘our Shepherd and God, and is 
with us (vs. 30, 31; Psa. 23:1), and then we are to 
plead the promises and believe that they will be ful- 
filled in God’s time and way. It would be interest- 
ing to go through this chapter .and find out the num- 
ber of times that the words “I will” occur, as ex- 
pressing the promises of God. (8) 

7. His Prospect. The chapter bids the sheep look 
forward to a wonderful time in the future (vs. 23, 
31), when by means of the Messiah, of David’s line, 
there would be the fulness of blessing in peace, 
preservation, and plenty. The New Testament has 
a threefold outlook, the first for the church, the 
second for the Jews, and the third for the Gentiles 
(1 Cor. 10:32), and this chapter is concerned with 
the glorious outlook for Israel in their Messiah. 
Whatever we may do in spiritualizing these prom- 
ises and applying them to ourselves to-day, we must 
not forget that there is still.a great and literal ful- 
filment to occur in connection with -~the people of 
Israel. 3ut meanwhile the New Testament tells us 
of our Lord as the Shepherd in three aspects: (1) 
The Good Shepherd who died (John 10:11) ;* (2) 
The Great Shepherd who rose from the dead (Heb. 
13:20) ; and the Chief Shepherd who is coming again 
(1 Pet. 5:4). (9) 

Ill. The Lesson Outlined 
1. Jehovah’s Appeal (vs. 1-6; Luke 15: 1-7). 
2. = Annou.-ement (vs. 7-10; Psalm 80: 
1-7). 

3. Jehovah’s Assurance (vs. 11-16; 1 Pet. 2: 19-25). 

4. Jehovah’s Action (vs. 17-24; Matt. 7: 1-6). 

. — Anticipation (vs. 25-31; 1 Pet. 5: 

I-11). a 
IV. Leading Questions 

Who are intended by “the shepherds of Israel’? 
(Jer. 2:8, margin; 3:15; 23: 1-6.) 

In what ways was the captivity due to neglect on 
the part of the “shepherds”? What New Testament 
chapter is like this? (Matt. 23.) 

What is the meaning of verses 11-16 and how were 
the statements fulfilled? 

Who are the sheep here rebuked and what sin is 
intended? (vs. 17-19.) Consider some New Testa- 
ment teaching (Matt. 20: 20-28; Eph. 4:31, 32; 2 
Cor. 8:9). 

What is the full meaning of the promise in verses 
23, 24? (Acts 3: 25, 26; 13: 32-39; Rom. 1: 2-4.) 

When will verse 26 be fulfilled and the sheep be- 
cotue a blessing? (Gen. 12:2; Ezek. 38:8.) 

What other passages in Ezekiel foretell a great 
future for Israel and Judah? (36 and 37.) 


contrast between the 
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Does this hope find any place in the New Testa- 
ment? (Rom. 11.) 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Among the Furnaces.—/ seck out my sheep ... in 
the cloudy and dark day (v. 12). Sometimes in the 
lives of men just as sometimes in this black Brandy- 
wine valley, the clouds come down and the darkness 
oomes up, and for a time we are engulfed in the 
gloomy, disagreeable, depressing dark blue day. Our 
souls seem overwhelmed. I do not know what would 
become of us were it not that the Good Shepherd 
comes out to find us. Of course we have no busi- 
ness with our souls grazing in the lowlands below 
the mist-line and by the side of the cinder-banks, 
but the Shepherd loves us and cares for us and comes 
for us just the same. We fellows live here in grimy 
old Coatesville, packed away in stone, brick, and 
wooden boxés, for purely selfish reasons. The man 
wants the good wages that come from making steel, 
and the master wants the good profits that come 
from selling steel. So darkness and dust and black 
“dirt” and a veiled sun are our reward. And the 
same is true in our spiritual life. Our selfishness, 
our looking-out-for-number-one, is usually the sole 
cause of our getting lost in the spiritual fog of doubt, 
and we hurt ourselves stumbling over curbstones of 
temptation. Judah had certainly gotten “what was 
coming to her,” as the boys say. But she was also 
to get something else that was coming to her, the 
loving care of the Good Shepherd, This is the glory 
of our religion. God never lets go (John 10: 28, 29; 
Exod. 23:20.) (1) ‘ 


The Mother and the God of It.—J will feed them 
with good pasture (v. 14). Don’t ever forget that the 
sheep which were to be turned into a good pasture 
were not of the “Mary’s-little-lamb” breed, receiving 
a good reward for their following qualities and their 
goodness. They were the disobedient, idol-worship- 
ing, had-to-be-punished children who were now in a 
sorry and severe slavery (Psa. 137:1, 2). If you 
know any family in which there is a boy who is 
wild and wayward and disobedient and drunken just 
watch and you will see the mother pick out the best 
things for “poor Tom”. whenever she can. In fact 
her whole life becomes one of shielding him and ex- 
cusing him. She hopes that in some way he may be 
saved from the end for which he is heading. That ~ 
is the mother-love which we all know and glory in, 
the very choicest brarid of earth love. Heaven’s love 
is like unto it, only as much higher as heaven is 
higher than earth. Isn’t it wonderful that God loves 
us just the same in spite of all our fall-downs. Who 
ever heard of such a religion as ours! I have just 
been reading in Dr. Lord’s “Beacon Lights of His- 
tory” the section on “Ancient Religions,” and I have 
also read Dr. Clark’s “Ten Great Religions.” It 
never entered into man’s head to invent a religion 
where deity had rich rewards for those who did not 
honor him. Imagine .if you can the Attic Zeus 
leading profaning Greeks into the Elysian fields! 
(Rom. 5:8). (2) 


The Four Corners.—/ will seek that which was 
lost, and will bring back that which was driven 
away, and will bind up that which was broken, and 
will strengthen that which was sick (v. 16). Didn’t 
know this little gem was there, did you? There are 
many other like splendid passages hid away among 
the words of the prophets. If you want high flights 
of poesy these heaven-inspired poets are the ones 
to lift you. Just sound the music of this magnifi- 
cent passage. What master of words can phrase the 
love of a father for his straying children better than 
this? “Seek.” “Bring back.” “Bind up.” “Strengthen.” 
Indeed these are the four corners of all rescue mis- 
sion work. Yet I have never seen Ezekiel 34: 16 
printed upon any mission literature, nor have I ever 
seen this motto painted upon the walls. Have you? 
And are not these the four points of the compass 
for all Christian activity? ome folks think the 
prime and only work of the church is seeking the 
lost and bringing back the backsliders. But there is 
an equal work in binding up and building up. The 
folks of the congregation are forever getting mashed 
fingers, bumped heads, hard pinches, and bad cuts 
from our adversary, who lays for us at every turn. 
And the good pastor has his lotions and plasters for 
us on Wednesday nights. Then we must be 
strengthened with the good roast beef of sound doc- 
trine. This he gives us on Sundays (Matt. 18:11; 
Mark 2:17; 2 Tim. 4:17). (3) 


“Movin’ Around.” —I will make with them a cove- 
nant of peace (v. 25). I am getting out this lesson as 
I do most lessons, on the cars. I am on my way up 
into New York. It is now November, 1915, and the 
greatest war of the ages is devastating Europe. 
Nothing could be so welcome in the lands over there, 
and over here too, as a covenant of peace. But 
what can bring back the dead boys that fill the 
graves from Calais to Constantinople? What can 
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restore the wrecks of men who came 
out of the hell alive? Oh, the heart- 
break of it all! At this part of the para~ 
graph I have arrived in New York City, 
rom which I take the midnight train. 
It is Wednesday night, and I have come 
here to the Fifth Avenue Presbyterian 
Church to attend prayer-meeting and 
hear Dr. -Jowett. am a half hour 
ahead of time, but the room is full 
of a fine body of people to attend 
their midweek prayer-meeting. A few 
res down Fifth Avenue 1s the Great 
te Way, with its “lobster palaces” 
and throngs of pleasure-seekers. Up 
here all is peace, and here in this prayer- 
meeting room of the wealthiest Presby- 
terian “p> ge in the land, perhaps, 
are just such looking people as you 
would expect to find at a Wednesday 
evening prayer-meeting anywhere. The 
best in'town. So I just settle down and 
feel very much at home. So would you, 
Prayer-meeting Christians are always 
welcomers. 


CoaTESVILLE, Pa. 
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The Illustration Round-Table 


LLUSTRATIONS must reach The Sunday 

School Times three full months in advance 

of the date of son. If coming later 
they may not be considered at all. Do not 
submit illustrations without first securing a 
circular that explains the acceptance of ma- 
terial, and the year’s lesson calendar, which 
will be sent for a two-cent stamp. All read- 
ers are invited to assist in tlé conduct of 
this department. One dollar is offered for 
every anecdotal lesson illustration used, and 
two dollars for the best one each week. 


Illustrations on other verses than the 
Golden Text are specially desired, and will 


. 


stand a better ch o p 
illustrations on the Golden Text. 





God’s Way. — / shall not want 
(Golden Text). When a man puts a 
meter on his water-pipe, he is careful to 
turn on only a small stream of water 
and to shut it off before dark. But when 
God makes a fountain He turns a 
Niagara over its great, beetling cliffs 
and lets it pour for unnumbered cen- 
turies. When the good Lord fed the 
hungry people in the wilderness, there 
was more left over than they had to 
start with. God himself would be poor 
if, when I asked Him for something, 
he gave me only just what I asked for. 
I never had a prayer answered in that 
way in my life. He gives me more than 

ask or can ever think of.—From 
Robert J. Burdette. Sent by William 
Farrant, Gloversville, New York. 


Don’t Be a Sign-Post!—Ye eat the 
fat, and ye clothe you with the wool 
(v. 3). The story is told of a clergyman 
who was far more at home on the hunt- 
ing field than in the pulpit. On the 
morning of a meet he was much an- 
noyed at having to officiate at a funeral, 
but this over he mounted his horse and 
started in pursuit of his friends. On 
the road he sought information of an 
old woman with a donkey cart. “Well,” 
she said, “if you ride to the top of the 
hill, you will come to a ‘meenister,’ 
then if you turn to the right you will 
be likely to come up with them.” 
Handing her a shilling, he said, “My 
good woman, why do you call the sign- 
post a ‘meenister’?” “Why, you see, sir, 
it’s like this; we used to call them sign- 
posts, but since you’ve been in these 
parts we call them ‘meenisters,’ cos 
though they point others the’ way they 
never go themselves..—From London 
Titbits in Homiletic Review. Sent by 
Mary L. Wilson, Maysville, Ky. The 

ize for this week is awarded to this 
sllustration. 


The Very Reason.—For thus saith the 
Lord Jehovah: Behold,I myself, even I, 
will search for my sheep, and will seek 
them out (v. 11). This text reminds 
me of a little God-fearing boy to whom 
an infidel professor said, “Do you be- 
lieve that God looks after this little 
spot which we call earth? Do you 
know that this earth i's as it were a lost 
sheep among millions of stars and 
planets many times larger than the 
earth?” “But, Professor,” said the lit- 
tle boy, “it is God’s way to look after 
little ones, and the Good Shepherd 
seeks one lost sheep and also looks for 
His lost world.”—From Rev. J. Keizer. 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


Sent by Andrew _ Pousma; Paterson, 
New Jersey. 


if You Would Be Well Fed.—/ will 
feed them with good pasture; and ypon 
the mountains oy the height of Israel 
shall their fold be: there shall they lie 
down in a good fold; and on fat pasture 
shall they feed upon the mountains of 
Israel (v. 14). Thereare a good many 
lean sheep in God’s fold, but none in his 
pasture—From Notes From My Bible, 
by D. L. Moody. Sent by Emma C. 
isk, Boonville, New York. 


Dwelling Safely.—And they shall dwell 
safely in the wilderness (v. 25). Mrs. 
Goforth, in her “Adventures in the 
Promised Land of Prayer,” tells the fol- 
lowing: On one occasion we arrived at 
the town of Ho Ts’un late in the after- 
noon, expecting to remain over night 
and probably longer; but when we ar- 
rived we found the Christian whom we 
had sent to arrange for our visit had 
failed to get a place for us to stay. We 
were in a serious difficulty, as it would 
almost be impossible for us to make the 
journey to the next place that night. 
While the animals were feeding, and 
we were trying to eat our dinner in the 
midst of the crowd, Mr. Goforth said, 
“Let us ask the Lord silently to give us 
a place if he wants us to stay here.” 
We had scarcely finjshed eating when 
the .Christian came up saying, “Praise 
the Lord! a wealthy man offered you a 
fine empty place which has just been 
fixed over, and he says that you can 
have it as long as you like, rent free.” 
Here was surely one of the Lord’s ex- 
ceedingly abundants. For three days we 
preached the Gospel there to many hun- 
dreds of men and women, and a work 


-was begun which has continued ever 


since.—From The Sunday School Times. 
Sent by the Rev. Jesse D. Kaylor, Bel- 
green, Ala. 


What He Overlooked.—/, Jehovah 
their God, am with them (v. 30). “Down 
in Devonshire,” relates,the Rev. Charles 
Inglis, “there was an old farmer whose 
homestead had belonged to the family 
for three generations. At last the old 
man had come on what he called evil 
times, and he had to be sold out. The 
auction took place. Everything was 
sold. The old man came back into the 
farm kitchen when the auction was past. 
He sat down on an old box and looked 
around at the empty farmhouse. As he 
looked around he said, “Thank God, 
there is one thing they have not sold. 
The auctioneer has overlooked it—the 
most precious thing.” There was a lit- 
tle card with silver lettering that hung 
up over the mantelpiece, “Thou remain- 
est.” The furniture and the implements 
gone, but “Thou remainest.”—From the 
Christian Herald. Sent by J. A. Clark, 
Wakefield, Eng. (1) 
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From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Lord Jesus, 
we who have been called to the high privi- 
lege of teaching others thy Word would hum 
ble ourselves before thee to-day. We re- 
joice in the trust committed to our care. 
We are not worthy of it. In thy sight we 
are ignorant and unschooled in the truth 
of thy holy message to man. But thou hast 
called us, Lord Jesus, and we have answered 
the call not in our own strength, but resting 
in thy guidance and grace. Teach us how to 
lead those who look to us for leadership. 
Give us thine own love for the sheep, O 
Christ Jesus, thou Good Shepherd! May we 
not be faithless, and selfish, but true and 
self-denying in the fulfilling of our trust, in 
thy dear name. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—The boys and 
girls needn’t listen for the next few 
moments. This is just a quiet word 
with the workers in the school,—the 
officers, the teachers, the special helpers 
of every sort. We don’t often have an 
after-the-lesson talk together, do we? 

We have been chosen as shepherds. 
Do you realize that? And the flock is 
a very precious one. Some of us have 
children and young people here from 
our own homes. And homes all through 
the neighborhood have sent their young 
folks to be under our care in Bible study 





and training for Christian service. 
That’s an important kind of shepherd- 
ing, isn’t it? 

ay I suggest that before this day 
closes, and we go to our rest, we would 
do well to read once more this thirty- 
fourth chapter of Ezekiel, and test our 
shepherding by some of its comments? 
Are we shepherds who look out for our- 
selves first; who do not really feed the 
sheep; who do not earnestly seek them 
when astray; who do not try hard to 
guard them against the evils around 
about them? Then may we not ask 
ourselves in what we are like the Shep- 
herd who does seek out His sheep? 
Do we feed them upon real food, or 
not? Do we seek the lost, and bring 
them back? Fellow-shepherds, shall we 
not make this a day of heart-searching, 
and reconsecration, and humbling of 
spirit 
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Are we doing these things faithfully? 
Persistently? And in the spirit and 
strength of the Shepherd of Israel? 
Let us bow our heads in silent prayer 
a few moments, and then let the whole 
school sing very quietly, “Saviour, like 
a shepherd lead us.” 


Franconia, N. H. 
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Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“ Saviour, like a shepherd lead us.” 

“God will take care of you.” 

“ He leadeth me.” 

“O love that wilt not let me go.” 

“How you will love Him.” 

“There is a Shepherd who cares for his 
own.” 

* All the way my Saviour leads me.” 

“The Lord is my shepherd, no want shall I 
know.” 


(References in parentheses are to the 
metrical Psalm Book “Bible Songs.’’) 
Psalm 23 : 1-6 (46: 1-5). 
Psalm 119 : 169-176 (260: 1, 5, 6). 
Psalm 78 : 52-72 (160: 1, 2, 17-19). 
Psalm 80: 1-19 (163: 1, 2, 8, 10). 
Psalm g1 : 1-16 (184: 1-4). 


bd 
Oriental Lesson-Lights 


By George M. Mackie, D.D. 


Consular Chaplain and Church of Scotland 
Missionary to the Jews 


HOULD uot the shepherds feed the 

sheep? (v. 2.) The Oriental shep- 
herd lives to-day just about as he did in 
the days of Abraham. The relationship 
is that of protector and protected, the 
utter devotion of the one, and the utter 
helplessness of the other. The shep- 
herd is always with his sheep, leading 
them forth to pasture at earliest dawn, 
conducting them to the places of graz- 
ing according to the season in the val- 
leys or upon the high hills. At the 
right time he directs them to the water- 
ing-place and keeps them resting there 
in the shade of trees or rocks after 
drinking, hence called waters of rest 
(“the still waters” of Psalm 23:2). He 
carries his rod or club for their pro- 
tection, and he searches for those who 
have gone astray. He carries the new- 
born lamb for the first day’s march in 
the pocket of his large cloak, and. he has 
a pouch or wallet containing a small 
knife, a small bottle of oil, and pieces 
of rag and string for the bandaging of 
those injured by a fall among the rocks, 
or torn by the thorn bushes of the wil- 
derness. In the evening he conducts 
them to the sheepfold where with one or 
two other shepherds and their flocks he 
passes the night. (1) 


Between ...the rams and the he-goats 
(v. 17). The withdrawal of the proper 
protection and authority leads to tyranny 
within the flock itself. The ram and the 
he-goat by their superior size and 
strength push aside the others and serve 
themselves first (vs. 18, 19). Moses 
met with this difficulty when he saw two 
Israelite slaves beating each other 
(Exod. 2:13). Nehemiah had to deal 
with it among the newly restored cap- 
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tives around Jerusalem rebuilt (Neh. 
5:7). <A recently deciphered papyrus 
roll in Egypt of the time of the 
Ptolemies, about 250 B. C., sets forth 
the conditions of a mortgage sale be- 
tween two Jews, and every Zionjst col- 
ony of the present day in Palestine has 
the same complaint to make. In our 
grou modern democracies, government 
or the people has been secured, but the 
problem is how to establish wise and 
upright government by the people. 


ALEXANDRIA, Ecyprt, 


| Department Helps | 


For the Primary Teacher 








By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


ESSON Teracuinc.—God loves his 
people as a shepherd loves his sheep. 


Note.—Arrange pictures .to illustrate 
as many points of the 23d Psalm as 
possible. Talk about shepherd life. 
City children see little of it. Country 
children know it in America, but cus- 
toms differ in Oriental countries. 


Review.—God’s people were scat- 
tered like sheep without a shepherd. It 
was their own fault that they were liv- 
ing far from théir homeland. They 
had disobeyed so many times and wor- 
shiped idols instead of their own God, 
so they had to be punished, 

Strange heathen kings came with 
great armies around Jerusalem and shut 
it up until people were starving and 
had to give it up. They carried them 
away to other lands, where they would 
have to think of their sins and feel 
sorry enough to promise not to worship 
idols any more. It was a long, tire- 
some journey to Babylon, so far that 
many felt sure that they would never 
get back. (Two blocks of wood on a 
table or two squares on the blackboard 
will indicate Jerusalem and Babylon 
and the long journey between.) 

After the people were driven away 
the heathen king left some of his sol- 
diers to destroy God’s temple, the king’s 
palaces, and’ the homes of the great men. 
They broke down the city walls and 
burned everything that would burn. 
Only some very poor people were left 
to work the land. 


Lesson Story—The Jews who were 
carried to the strange country near 
Babylon saw many images which those 
people worshiped. The Jews began to 
remember tl.e Lord their God, the Good 
Shepher1, who really wanted to guide 
and guard them. Many refused to 
worship the idols in the strange land. 

A good shepherd seeks his lost sheep. 
God did not forget his flock. He sent 
prophets to teach and lead them like 
good shepherds. God sent Ezekiel to 
comfort his people, scattered through 
the mountains and over high hills. God 
said to Ezkiel, You tell my people that 
I promise to search and seek them out 
whenever they are sorry for their sins 
and ready to do right. I will gather 
them some day and bring them back to 
their own land, where they shall find 
good pasture. Their fold shall be there. 
They shall feed and lie down in good 
pastures, I will be their God. I will 
deliver them. I will send showers of 
blessing that their crops and their fruits 
may prosper. I have spoken it. (To- 
day’s portion of Scripture is so beauti- 
ful and simple that it might be read 
after the :.ory has been told.) 


Another Story.—One day when Jesus 
was talking to his friends, he told how 
much a shepherd cared for one lost 
sheep (Luke 15: 4-6; also John 10: 2-5, 
11-16). This shepherd had a big flock 
of one hundred sheep. As he counted 
them one evening as he brought them 
to the fold, one was missing. The good 
shepherd did not wait until the next 
morning to go to find it. Wild beasts 
might be near to kill the sheep sor 
frighten it to death. After putting thé 
ninety-nine sheep away safely, the good 
shepherd went out into the darkness 
calling and looking until he found the 
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lost sheep, so tired that he lifted it 
kindly to his shoulder and carried it 
home. He called his neighbors te re- 
joice with him over the sheep which 
was lost and found. 

Jesus said, If a shepherd cares so 
much about one sheep, how much more 
does the Heavenly Father care when his 
flock of people go into wrong ways and 
are scattered and lost. 

The people who were scattered so 
long ago were the Jews. After a while 
some of them did go back to live in 
Jerusalem. Others were satisfied to 
stay where they were. Many have been 
scattered ever since. There are Jews 
in every country and every great city 
in the world. Purkane Jerusalem will 
be given back to them for their greatest 
city after this world war is over. 

After the Story—Children may hear 
the good shepherd and follow where he 
leads. The Lord is my shepherd, I shall 
not want . . . He leadeth me in right 
paths . . . Surely goodness and mercy 
shall follow me all the days of my life. 
Sing, “Saviour, like a shepherd lead us,” 
or, 


“We are the lambs of Christ’s flock, we are 
told; ‘ 
Each one a treasure more precious than 
gold; 
Though we are many, He loves all the 


same, 
Tenderly calling each one by his name. 


“In His strong arms He doth lovingly hold 
All of the wee, tender lambs of His fold, 
While o’er His flock, Me does loving watch 


keep, 
All the day long and at night while they 
sleep. 


“ Gladly we'll follow our shepherd so dear, 
Listening ever His kind voice to hear; 
And from His fold may our feet never 

stray— 
Keep us and guide us, dear Shepherd, we 
pray.” : 


Expression.—Write or draw some- 
thing to show that a good shepherd 
loves and cares for his sheep. 


Peoria, Iii. 
we 


My Class of Girls 
By Miss Bernice Frederick 


Seek and Deliver. — Although the 
great promises of this chapter refer 
primarily to the conditions existing in 
the future blessed kingdom period, it is 
nevertheless true that Victorious Chris- 
tians of this sin-cyrsed age can testify 
to a realization of them in their daily 
life. A young woman, the sole support 
of her parents, has had uncommonly 
difficult obstacles to overcome on her 
road to success; her home life ‘s made 
a nightmare by her father (whom a 
friend describes as “a Christian with a 
disposition that Satan wouldn’t have”), 
her present position draws heavily upon 
all her resources, but when verse 12 of 
our lesson was being discussed, with 
radiant face she commented, “Oh, that 
is so true. I know how often the Lord 
did ‘seek’ me ‘out’ when I was ‘scattered 
abroad’ by distressing conditions and 
how He did ‘deliver’ me when I was 
stumbling along ‘in the dark and cloudy 
day’ of sorrow and disappointment. It 
is a privilege to be His sheep” 
(v. 12). 


Fed and Tread.—Two college girls 
were recently discussing religion. They 
had been members of the same philos- 
ophy class during the winter. Miss 
A‘sthetic remarked that the world had 
outgrown the “simple-minded, peasant” 
idea of salvation by a vicarious sacrifice 
and continued, “We are saved to a fu- 
ture higher existence through our 
characters, built up and crystallized by 
following the teachings and ideals of 
Jesus, the greatest philosopher of hu- 
man life that God ever made. The idea 
of blood atonement is revolting to a re- 
fined and educated mind. (1) 

Miss Plain Speech was silent a min- 
ute and then returned, “Well, blood- 
letting is not a particularly pleasant 
topic of conversation, but the diseased 
sufferer gladly listens to the surgeon’s 
suggestion of an operation to save his 
life, and millions of sin-diseased souls 
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have been cured and made fit for life 
through the acceptance of the atonement 
of Christ made on Calvary, which God 
himself was not too ‘refined’ to typify 
in His ordinances for His house during 
a period of some thousands of years of 
‘educating’ the chosen race. And the 
‘greatest philosopher of human life that 

od ever made’ discussed most freely 
this ‘revolting’ subject and made very 
clear his idea of its importance. When 
you return to your room please read the 
sixth chapter of John, noting specially 
verses 50 to 60; it will probably help to 
correct your spiritual sight. All the 
civilizatior and education of this day 
worthy the name is the direct or indi- 
rect result of the religion founded upon 
the Blood. For generations you have 
‘fed’ upon its blessings and privileges 
until you are ‘fat’—yes, fat to satiety in 
which you ungenerously ‘tread down’ 
the ‘pasture’ for the less fortunate, and 
after drinking ‘of the clear waters,’ 
contrary to uie ideals of Jesus, you 
egotistically ‘foul the residue’ with your 
cultured ‘feet.’” (2) 


Judgment.—Miss A<sthetic was silent 

as they walked for a block, and then 
replied, “You are honest, I think, but 
caustic in your judgment.” (3) 
_ Miss Plain Speech smiled, and plac- 
ing her arm about her friend said, “My 
dear, I am frank, but the caustic judg- 
ment is not mine. When you have read 
the sixth chapter of John turn back to 
the thirty-fourth chapter of Ezekiel and 
you will see what God promises in the 
matter of judgment to such high-brows 
as pe In that chapter you will get a 
little preview of what is going to happen 
—maybe right soon during this great 
world war (vs. 20-22). (4) 


Home Study for Next Week’s Lesson 
Read Daniel r 


1. Give a short account of Daniel. 

_ 2. What was “pulse”? To what does 
it most nearly correspond? 

_3- What did Daniel do before he made 
his request of the “prince of the 
eunuchs? (v. 8.) 

4. How did Daniel clinch his re- 
quest? (v. 12.) 

5. If girls to-day in matters of con- 
science “purposed” and “proved” as did 
Daniel what would be the results? 

_6. What advantages have girls who 
live in accordance with God’s com- 
mands a right to expect? 





Kansas City, Mo. 


Pucker’s “ Boy’s-Eye View” 
By the Rev. William O. Rogers 


Helping the Shepherd.—Should not 
the shepherds feed the sheep? (v. 2). 
Teacher said pastor means shepherd, 
and that is just what the minister 
tries to be to us. But lots of folks 
won't let the shepherd help them. How 
can he feed our souls on spiritual truth 
if we don’t go to hear him preach? 
How can he give us good advice if we. 
don’t tell him our difficulties? The 
minister is glad when people confide in 
him, even us boys, and sorry when we 
steer clear. At least that’s the way 
teacher doped it out to us. He told 
about a boy who “borrowed” some 
money from the place where he worked, 
and then got scared and lit out. Of 
course they caught him and brought him 
back. The minister went and fixed it 
up and got the boy out, but he could 
have cleared it up a lot easier and would 
have spared the boy a tough experience 
if the boy had come and asked his help 
instead of running away. 


Boy Shepherds.—/ will require my 
sheep at their hand (v. 10). Teacher 
thinks we are all shepherds to some- 
body. Just as every one of us has some 
bigger boy that he warts to be like, so 
some little fellow is following our ex- 
a Maybe that’s way we call the 
little chaps “kids,” because we can lead 
them so easy, right or wrong. 


Doing Their Bit.—They were scat- 
tered, because there was no shepherd 
(v. 5). Without our religious leaders 
to uphold righteousness America would 
go the way of Israel. The farmer and 
the soldier each does his bit, but so does 
the mini ter who holds up the moral life 
of the nation. When we entered the 
war, Governor Goodrich sent for a lot 
of leading Indiana ministers to come to 
Indianapolis, and there he beat them 
to put forth every effort to hold up the 
standards of righteousness. The army 
and navy need re -uits, but so do the 
churches and Sunday-schools. The call 
is for real patriots in the moral army. 


Muddying Up the Creek.—Ye must 
tread down the residue with your feet 
(v. 18, A. V.). It’s a rule when we go 
camping that we must not muddy up the 
hole where we get our drinking water. 
Teacher says a lot of folks will have 
to answer some day for the billions of 
bushels of good f66d they have rotted 
into beer, and the pure, fresh air they 


The Lesson Cartoon for This Week 
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have befouled with tobacco smoke. He 
says he never sees a man smoking be- 
fore a lady but that he thinks of the 
fellow who asked a young lady if she 
objected to gentlemen smoking in her 
ae, and she replied, “I don’t 
OW. | No gentleman ever offered to 
lO so. 


Home Study for Next Week’s Lesson 
Read Daniel 1 


What tough experience came to the 
boy Daniel? 


What big opportunity did he find? 
What severe test did he meet? 


What false notion of training did 
they have then? 


How has that idea been changed? 


In what way does it pay to live 
clean? . 


Terre Haute, Inp. 





For Family Worship 
By the Rev. Joseph W. Kemp 





HESE aare critical times in most 

families. Many of our sons and 
brothers are either in actual war or in 
training for the gruesome business. 
There i much sorrow abroad and 
strange misgivings. We need to have 
our hearts anchored to the promises of 
C d lest a panic seize them and we lose 
our faith. Every means which will add 
any bit of strength to us or give courage 
in the evil day should be eagerly em- 
bracéd. The practise of family prayer 
is the brazen wall of defense against the 
attacks of the enemy of our souls. 
Family prayer is the nutriment to fam- 
ily piety, and it is an ill omen when the 
practise is allowed to lag. Never was 
it more ne‘ded in our nation than to- 
day. Let no excuse rob God of His 
worship and our families of His bless- 
ing. 


August 27 to September 2 


Mon.—Ezek., 34: 1-10. Faithless Shepherds. 

It is an ill day for the people of God 
when the pastor proves unreliable. That 
patient is in a sorry plight when his 
physician is his worst ailment. False 
friends can do more harm than open 
enemies. Faithless shepherds shall be 
deprived of. their charges and made an- 
swerable to God. 


Prayer Succestions: How we need 
to pray for our ministers and preach- 
ers; their responsibilities are heavy in- 
deed and their temptations are subtle. 
Pray that they may be delivered from 
the perils of their calling and be kept 
faithful to the great trust reposed in 
them; for your. own minister and his 
associates. 

Tues.—Ezek. 34: 11-19. The Shepherd of Cap- 
tive Israel. 

Though the under shepherds prove 
careless the Chief Shepherd abides 
faithful. His sheep are now scattered 
but His eye is upon them and every 
promise He has made regarding Israel 
shall yet be fulfilled. Almost every 
verse of the lessou contains one or more 
of God’s “I wills.” 


Prayer Succestions: In all likeli- 
hood each one is connected with some 
circle of believers. These have a special 
claim on our intercession. Let it be a 
settled matter that we pray for one an- 
other. Pray for our fellow-workers 
according to their needs; for conver- 
sions and for the perfecting of. the 
saints in the faith of Jesus Christ. 
Wed.—Ezek. 34: 20-31. Jehovah’s Shepherd- 

ing Care. 

God is always on the side of the op- 
pressed and downtrodden, and He is 
against all who use their power at the 
expense of the weak. The promises 
here are very far-reaching and their 
fulfilment is wrapped up in the second 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 


Prayer Succestions: In the early 
days of the church it was counted al- 
most apostasy not to look for the com- 
ing of Christ. Let us pray to-day for 
the speedy return of our Lord, at whose 
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merous Jewish families in small places 
throughout the country. 


Sun.—Ezek. 37: 15-27. Restored and Ex- 
alted. 


Israel is still beloved for the fathers’ 
sake, and they shall be brought back to 
the land wherein their fathers dwelt. 
God assures His people that He has not 
forgotten His covenant. We as well as 
Israel may count upon the fulfilment of 
His promises. Oh, for faith to trust 
His spoken word. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for your 
own church_and its members. Think of 
their special need, weakness, short- 
coming, or sin, and pray for their res- 
toration; for all young converts, and 
for such as are weak in the faith; for 
any you are specially interested in, aris- 
~ out of your own personal work for 

rist. 


Forest Huts, L. L 





[ Children at Home 
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coming His people will be delivered and 
the promised land shall share in the 
blessings predicted. 
Thurs.—Ezek. 33: 1-9. 
tative. 

God warns because He loves and de- 
sires by every means to save from the 
dread results of sin. The consequences 
of a warningless ministry God will visit 
upon every unfaithful messenger. If 
souls perish through their neglect the 
guilt is chargeable to their account. 


PRAYER SuccesTIons: Pray for the 
children of China. Sherwood Eddy 
tells that at the present time only three 
percent. of the children of school age 
an China are receiving school education. 
Pray for all Chinese educational work 
which is under Christian influence; for 
missionaries and native teachers. 


Fri.—Ezek. 33: 10-20. The Righteous Judge. 


Men charge God with inequality in 
His dealings with men, but such accu- 
sation comes from man’s own unequal 
ways. What tenderness and stern un- 
flinching holiness are here blended! The 
authority and rectitude of the Divine 
government must be maintained, albeit 
He loves as passionately as any parent. 

PrAvER SuGcesTions: This is an op- 
portune time to pray for a revival of the 
spirit of prayer. “Deeper than the need 
for men—ay, deeper down at the bottom 
of our spiritless life,” said Andrew Mur- 
ray, “is the need of the forgotten secret 
of prevailing world-wide prayer.” 
Sat.—Ezek. 37: 1-14. Dry Bones Revived. 


The utter hopelessness of the condi- 
tion of the nation is represented by the 
valley of dismembered bones “and lo, 
very dry.” The breath of God alone can 
quicken into life. The spirit of life is 
from God; nothing is impossible with 
God; death itself is at His command. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
unreached Jews of the United States. 
There are one hundred and eleven cities 
and towns in each of which is a Jewish 
population of one thousand or more, 
with very little definite reaching out for 
their salvation, Pray also for the nu- 


Jehovah’s Represen- 


The Stickleback Children 
Ay Alice M. Farrington 


“ATOW, children,” said Father Stick- 

leback, “don’t go outside the door. 
Swim around all you want to indoors, 
but don’t go out.” 

Father Stickleback was outside him- 
self, but he could look in through the 
door any time. It was always open. 

The little Sticklebacks had just 
hatched, this summer day, and hadn’t 
learned how to take care of them- 
selves. They could swim though, and 
they flitted about their home happily. 

They had plenty of room. The nest 
wasn’t much more than an inch through, 
but then they were small, so very tiny 
you could hardly see them. Father 
Stickleback himself wasn’t big—not any 
/more than three inches long, but he was 
very, very handsome, with his splendid 
coat of many colors and his bright red 
throat. 

And he was very clever. He had built 
a wonderful nest, right on the bottom 
of the stream. There is no other fish 
that makes such a good nest. A bird 
would be proud of it, He built it of 
bits of fibers of plants, and wove them 
together with a fine, white, glistening 
thread that he spun from his own body. 
He wound this thread carefully round 
and round and over and under the 
slender rootlets and stems he _ had 
chosen, until his nest was exactly right. 
Then Mother Stickleback laid the eggs, 
and now they had hatched into these 
restless l#ttle baby fishes Father Stick- 
leback was trying to keep at home. 

“T want to go out,” teased one of the 
children. He was the oldest and 
strongest. 

But Father Stickleback was stern. 

“Tt isn’t safe,” he said. 

Just then the next door neighbor 
came creeping up. But sly as he was, 
Father Stickleback saw; he _ rushed 
fiercely upon him, all his bright colors 
flashing in his anger. He butted at him 
with his head, and tried to bite him. 
The other defended himself with a 
sharp spine; but Father Stickleback 
drove him off, and came home in 
triumph. 

While Father Stickleback was fighting 
so bravely for his family, the wilful lit- 
tle fishling swam to the door. He 
pe*ped out. Father was not looking. 


The baby swam through the door. He 
was out in the world! But he had 
hardly crossed the threshold when 
Father Stickleback got home. In- 


stantly his brilliant blue-green eyes 
spied the little wanderer. He opened 
his jaws wide, seized the truant, and he 
disappeared. Father Stickleback had 
shut him up safe in his mouth! The 
old fish dropped the naughty baby 
straight down into his cradle. 

“Tt’s lucky for you,” his father told 
him, “I found you first. If that other 
fish had got you instead, you would 
never have been seen again. He was 
hungry and wanted you for dinner.” 





After that the lively little adventurer 


was willing to swim inside his home, 
playing hide-and-seek with his brothers 
and sisters in the meshes of its walls 
and floor. But by-and-by he forgot, and 
ran awa in. And he took his next 
oldest brother with him too. But 
Father saw them and followed. He 
caught both in his mouth and brought 
them home. And glad enough they 
were to get out of his dark cavern of a 
mouth, and flutter hurriedly down into 
the light, homelike nest. 

Beside taking care of his forty 
clildren, their busy father had to keep 
the house and children clean. If they 
got muddy they might smother. So 
every few minutes he shook the nest to 
loosen any dirt, and fanned a current of 
water through it with his tail and fins 
to wash it off. 

As the little fishes grew stronger, 
more and more strayed from the nest. 
But Father caught every youngster, and 
brought it home in his mouth, 

When they were three days old, 
Father Stickleback let the oldest and 
strongest go out and play. 

“You may swim as far as this stone,” 
he said, showing them a rock covered 
with water weeds about two inches 
from the nest. 

What a glorious time they had, 
frolicking among the waving fronds of 
the weeds! Father Stickleback chased 
away the hungry neighbor. If any lit- 
tle one grew too bold and ventured be- 
yond the stone, Father Stickleback 
pounced upon it and carried it to the 
nest. 

But the fifth day, the enemy hid in 
the shadow of a broad leaf behind the 
stone, and when a disobedient little fish 
sailed off all alone on the far side— 
snap! And that little fish never came 
home. 

This was the only one the enemy 
caught. For Father Stickleback 
guarded them so closely that he never 
got a chance at another, and at last he 
went away. 

Father Stickleback gave them more 
frzedom then, though for days after he 
sometimes picked a young one up in his 
mouth and carried it a little way. It 
was hard for him to believe his children 
could be trusted to themselves. 

That is one reason sticklebacks in- 
crease to great shoals—because the 
fathers take such good care of their 
little ones. 
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Worth Repeating 











The Biggest Bible in the World 


GIANT Bible has been bound by the 
Oxford University Press for the 
Bible Crusade, of Horbury Hall, Not- 
ting Hill Gate, London, W. When 
standing on end the volume is over 5 
feet 2 inches high, and nearly 3 feet 6 
inches wide. The width of the back is 
10 inches, so that when the book is 
opened flat it measures about 7 feet 10 
inches across. It is bound in rich red 
Levant morocco leather of the best 
quality; 12 large goatskins having been 
used for the binding. The front cover 
is surrounded by the arms of the coun- 
ties of England and Scotland inlaid in 
blue morocco leather, and decorated in 
gold; while on the back of the book are 
displayed the arms of the Welsh coun- 
ties similarly treated. In the center of 
the front cover is a panel of royal blue 
morocco leather, containing the Royal 
arms, inlaid with the heraldic colors. 
The book contains 175 sheets of stout 
paper boards attached by means of linen 
hinges to strips of similar material, 
which form the back of the book. It is 
sewn with twine, in the old-fashioned 
way, round 6 stout hempen ropes (each 
rope containing 70 strands of hemp) 
much thicker than the ordinary clothes- 
line, and four of these ropes are laced 
into millboards, one-half inch thick, 
which form the foundations for the 
leather covering. 
In order to facilitate the handling of 





the book during the various processes of 
biudjng it was found necessary to erect 
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a wooden staging, from the cross-beam 
of which depended an iron chain and 
pulley block, and by this means the posi- 
tion of the book was altered from time 
to time. Without the aid of the block 
and pulley the assistance of 6 men would 
have been necessary to manipulate the 
volume, No fewer than 4,476 copies of 
the smallest Oxford Bible could be 
contained within the compass of this 
huge book, but they might not have ar- 
rested so much attention—such is the 
opinion and the purpose of the Bible 
Crusade—as this unique “edition.” 


The Smoay School Gimmes 


Philadelphia, August,18, 1917 








The Sunday School Times is a weekly 
journal for adults, in the field of Bible 
study and teaching, Sunday-school man- 
agement, and the Christian life and 
service; it goes into every state, terri- 
tory, and province in North America and 
more than forty foreign countries. It 
reaches practically every denomination, 
and its exceptional constituency includes 
the strongest Christian leaders, both 
men and women, laymen and ministers, 
and the best Christian homes, in English- 
speaking Christendom of to-day. 


Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, 
payable in advance, for either old or 
new subscribers, in the United States 
and Canada. These rates include 


postage: ' ‘ ; 
$1.00 Five or more copies, either 
° to separate addresses or ina 
package to one address, $1 each, per year. 
$1 50 One copy, or any number of 
A copies less than five, $1.50 
each, per copy. One copy, years, = 
. ne free copy ad- 
Free Copies ditional will be al- 
lowed for every ten copies paid for in 
a club at the $1 rate. 
The Sunday School Times Co., Publishers, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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On the BEACH and BOARDWALK 3 

ATLANTIC CITY, N.J. 
Rest— Recreation—Recuperation 
Spend a few days at Chalfonte— 
the hotel of hospitality and home- 1 
like charm. American plan. Golf 
and yacht privileges, Make res- 
' ervations now, 


? THE LEEDS COMPANY 


Behold 
the Morning! 


The Imminent Coming of Jesus Christ 


By C. F. Wimberly, B.A. 


With forceful emphasis the author directs fresh 
attention to the second coming of the Lord. 
With millenniums of civilization shot and crum- 
bling to pieces, Mr. Wimberly discusses what 
he calls a lost doctrine, the probability of its 
near fulfilment, and what it means and will 
mean to the future of the race. 


Cloth, $1.15 net, postpaid 


For sale by The Sunday School Times Company 
1031 Walnut Street, . - Philadelphia 

















Personal; Sending the money with your order 
saves both yourse(f and us time and expense. 
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Muscles and ligaments that in civil 
life arc little used are called into = 
active service. The result is sore- 
ness and lameness. Prepare your 
muscles for the extra effort by a 
= rub-down with Absorbine, Jr.,—this 
= prevents the usual discomforts and 
you will be “fit” the next day. 


= 
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water of wi is suf- 


Get a bottle of Absorbine, Jr., to-day, 
Cs pe Abt 
ance of a high type. 


$1.00 a bottle at druggists or 
mailed anywhere postpaid. 


A Liberal Trial Bottle vs 


: sent your 
9 address on receipt of 10 centsin stamps. 


W. F.AYOUNG, P. D. F. 
291 Temple Street, Springfield, Mass. = 
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| Rally 
Day 


IN THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL 


We are headquarters for all sup- 
plies made for this important 
day in the Sunday-School 
Calendar. 


A few suggestions are as follows: 


Inspiring Music and 
Recitations 
Invitation Post Cards 
for all departments, handsomely 
printed im colors. 
Offering Envelopes and 


Novelties for Souvenirs 


A 2 ‘illustrated list will be sent 
e est. 
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S emith and Rowland Press 
3 jhestnut Street, Philadelphia 
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S&SJY DAY MUSIC. 


Do not miss this wonderful opportunity for an en- 
> thusiastic start. You will like our new service 

**Marching Orders,’’ by C. Harold Lowden. The 
music is easy to learn but hard to forget. The price 
is 45 cents the dozen, $3.25 the hundred, not prepaid ; 
$3.50 the hundred, prepaid. In addition, we can sup- 
ply anything published by others. Send for samples. 


THE HEIDELBERG PRESS 
15th and Race Streets, - - « Philadelphia 
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WILLIAMS PIANOS 


AND ORGANS for homes and churches sent on 


approval. Factory prices and easy 
terms. Send for free catalog. State which—piano or or- 
gan. Williams Piano &OrganCo. Dept.T,Chicego 


The Young People's | 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer | 








Sunday, September 2 


My Favorite Hymn. Tell Why 
(Psa. 33 : 1-22) 


(A Musical Consecration Meeting). 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 
Mon.—The first Bible song (Exod. 15: 
1-13). 
Tues.—Moses’ great song (Deut. 33 : 1-7). 
Wed.—A Christian hymn (Acts 4 : 23-31). 
Thurs.—Mary’s hmyn (Luke 1 : 46-55). 
Fri.—Songs in the heart (Eph. 5 : 17-20). 








Sat.—Music in heaven (Rev. 5 : 9-14). 








What value have hymns in society work? 
What value have evangelistic hymns? 
How can we use hymas more intelligently? 


[NX HIS interesting book, “The History 
and Use of Hymns,” Dr. Breed says 
that he collated one hundred and seven 
hymn-books and that he found thirty- 
two hymns in eighty percent. of these 
books.- Fourteen of these hymns were 
found in one hundred or more of the 
books. And these fourteen were the 
following : : 


1. Rock of Ages, cleft for me. 
2. When I survey the wondrous 
cross. 
. Jesus, lover of-my. soul. 
All praise to Thee, my God, this 
night. 
. Jesus, I my cross have taken, 
Sun of my soul, Thou Saviour 
dear. 
Awake, my soul, and with the sun. 
. Hark! the herald angels sing. 
Abide with me: fast falls the 
eventide. 
. Jerusalem, my happy home. 
. How sweet the Name of Jesus 
sounds. 
12. Nearer, my God, to Thee. 
13. From Greenland’s icy mountains. 
14. Our God, our Help in ages past. 
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“Ein Feste Burg,” Luther’s great 
hymn, is not among these thirty-two. 
“William T. Stead says ‘Ein Feste Burg’ 
was the spiritual and national tonic of 
Germany, and was administered in those 
dolorous times as doctors would ad- 
minister quinine to sojourners in fever- 
haunted marshes, Everybody sang it, 
children on the streets, men and women 
in the fields, great congregations in 
churches, and soldiers in battle. It was 
an inspiration to Luther himself in 
times of_unusual peril. When darkness 
came over the Reformation which 
seemed to forebode the loss of all that 
had been gained, he would turn to his 
companion, Melancthon, and say, ‘Come, 
Philip, let us sing the Forty-sixth 
Psalm,’ meaning Ein feste Burg, his 
own characteristic version. ‘Only the 
idea of the Stronghold is taken from 
the Scripture, the rest is Luther’s own, 
made in Germany, and not only so, but 
one of the most potent influences that 
have contributed to the making of 
Germany.’ ” . 


“There is a fountain filled with blood” 
is not in this list, and many people 
speak disapprovingly of this hymn of 
Cowper’s, but it has had a great mission 
and: that mission is not over. “One can 
find many incidei of historic value 
which illustrate the power of this hymn. 
In June, 1870, an internat’ »nal conven- 
tion of th. Young Men’s Christian Asso- 
ciation assembled at Indianapolis, In- 
diana. Dwight L. Moody, of Chicago, 
and Ira D. Sankey, of Newcas.le, Penn- 
sylvania, were members of the conven- 
tion. The two men were strangets to 

ch other, At one of the morning ser- 
vices the singing lacked the spirit of 
true-hearted praise, and some one ac- 
quainted with Mr. Sankey invited him 
to take charge of the music. He went 
f rward, and among the hymn. he gave 
out was ‘There is a fountain filled with 
blood.’ The soul-feeling with which he 
sang that particular hymn made a won- 
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derful impression the audience, 
and especially upon Mr. Moody. He 
had discovered his man. The evangelist 
and the singer were introduced; they 
formed an alliance, and only four years 
afterwards the mighty revival spirit that 
swept over Great. Britain, when millions 
o hearts and tongues were moved as 
they had not been moved for many 
years, was the work of the Gospel mes- 
sage proclaimed in sermon and song by 
eek and Sankey.” 


There is not an American hymn in 
the list of thirty-two mentioned above. 
Some people think that Timothy 


Dwight’s “I love Thy kingdom, Lord 
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Rally Day, and for the signature of the Superin- 
tendent of any of the various departments or of the 


Adult Bible Class Card 


Form 24, Printed. Form 26, Plain 
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is the best American hymn. Others 
would select Ray Palmer’s “My faith 
looks up to thee,” or Leonard Bacon’s 
“O God beneath Thy guiding hand.” 
And there are many other good ones, 
such as Duffield’s “Stand up, stand up 
for Jesus,” and Whittier’s beautiful 
hymns. What do you consider the best 
American ‘hymn? 


we 
Every Sunday morning at the Hill 
School in Pottstown, Pa., the boys sing, 
“The sands of time are sinking. 
How many hymns can you repeat 
from first to last? Can you repeat one 
without mistake? 


New York Crrvy. 





INVITATIONS 
‘(Pees esate 
Invitation Post Cards in Colors 
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No. 155 
Conquest 





Rally Day Service in our School on 





You are needed. Come for your own 
sake, as well as for the 
sake of the others whom 

C \ your presence will help. 
+ Can you afford to miss 
this service? Bring your 
friends with you. 














Charges Paid Time Sot. oe! 
This Radio Message calls you to the 


Size of flags on 
Size of pin. 

Price, 30 cents a do: 2.00 a 100, 
cents a sre al post- 


ins, 134x% inches. 
a, 2% inches. 
paid. Smaller size, $1 a 100, postpaid. 





Novel Rally Day Invitation 
Use these Radiograms in sending your Rally Day 
invitations. Printed on heavy cardboard in colors. 

eused as mailing card, as space is provided 
for name and address. Size, 5x7 inches. 
Price, 80 cents a 100, $3.75 for 500, or 
$7.00 a 1000, postpaid. 








New York, 156 Fifth Avenue 
Nashville, 415 Church Street 
San Francisco, 278 Post Street 
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A Book for Mothers and Teachers of Girls 





ments and all possibilities. 


postpaid. 








- The Girl in Her Teens 


By Margaret Slattery 


Margaret Slattery, widely known in educational circles, has rapidly risen 
to fame as a power in the Sunday-school. She 
of arousing and inspiring while she informs and instructs. 
mon sense, ready wit, quick insight into human nature, and personal zeal 
she commands a large and enthusiastic following. 

When she writes, she is the same Margaret Slattery—alert, full of 
incident and illustration drawn right out of an unusual, tact-begotten 
experience in the school-room, the class circle, or in the confidence of 
secluded interviews with girls of all types, all ambitions, all discourage- 


The mother as well as the teacher can profit by this panorama of girl 
life painted by the practised hand of Margaret Slattery. 

Ten chapters treat of The Teen Period, The Physical Side, The 
Mental Side, The Spiritual Side, The Social Side, Her Relation to the 
Sunday-School, Her Relation to the Church, Her Relation to the Bible, 
Her Relation to the Everyday, Her Relation to Her Teacher. 50 cents, 


Order through your bookseller, or direct from the publishers. 


The Sunday School Times Company, 1031 Walnut St., Philadelphia 
Personal : Sending the money with your order saves both yourself and us time and expense 
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